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Dr. Dawn Refsell
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Dawn Refsell is a Manager, Field Development for Midwest Commercial Unit with Valent USA LLC.   She received her B.S. and M.S. degrees at Iowa State University in Agronomy with an emphasis in weed science.   Dawn joined the University of Illinois in 2003 as an IPM Extension Weed Specialist. During this time, Dawn worked with regional extension staff, the Illinois Soybean Association, established and participated in various research projects, and developed weed management strategies and publications for Illinois farmers.  In 2009, she took a position as a Field Market Development Specialist for IA, MO, KS with Valent USA LLC.   Her responsibilities included technical support for herbicides, insecticides, fungicides and PGR’s as well as development of new chemistries for each of these disciplines.  Dawn also supports Valent’s international effort in Brazil and Argentina.  While employed with Valent, Dawn enrolled as a student at Kansas State University and completed her Ph.D. in Agronomy.  She moved to her current role in 2013.  Dawn represents Sumitomo Chemical Co. on Global HRAC and Valent USA on US HRAC, where she also serves as communications officer. Within the NCWSS, she has served as Extension and Industry chair, session moderator, poster judge, Weeds Contest volunteer, is the current chair of Strategic Planning Committee.  Dawn Received the NCWSS Industry Award in 2014.  Within WSSA, she has served on the extension and professional development committees.    

Dr John Hinz
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Dr. John Hinz is a Senior Field Development representative for Bayer.  Dr. Hinz received his MS and PhD from Iowa State University in weed science.  He was an assistant professor at West Virginia University for 1.5 years.  He then took a job as a field development representative with Bayer in 1998.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Hinz has been very actively involved in the North Central Weed Science Society.  He was the North Central Weed Science Society President in 2015.  He has served on and chaired the Resident Education committee, the Industry Committee, the Herbicide Resistance Committee, the Placement Committee and the Distinguished Achievement Committee.  He has also chaired the Herbicide Physiology section.  He has also been a strong supporter of the North Central Weed Science Society’s Collegiate Weed Contest.  He chaired the contest committee in 2017.  He has volunteered as a judge or farmer for the farmer problem for 16 of the last 17 years.  He served as a judge for the farmer problems at the first Weed Olympics and a farmer at the second Weed Olympics.  He has also judged the paper and poster contest numerous times.   Dr. Hinz also chaired the committee that wrote the rules for the North Central and North East Weed Science Society joint weed contest.  He has served on the WSSA Photo Contest subcommittee.  He has been a poster judge at the last 3 WSSA meetings.  He served on the search committee to hire a new executive secretary for WSSA and the regional societies.  In 2006 the North Central Weed Science Society recognized his efforts with the Distinguished Achievement in Industry Award.

Dr. Hinz is also heavily involved in his community.  He served as the chair of his church’s call committee and was president of the church council.  He has served on and chaired several committees.  He was President of the local Kiwanis Club and served on several committees.  He currently is presenting Bayer’s Making Science Make Sense to his local school district.  Making Science Make Sense is Bayer’s STEM initiative. 
In his spare time, John enjoys playing golf and woodworking.
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