2023 Science Policy Fellow (SPF) application
		
The WSSA science policy fellow (SPF) program is designed to assist the WSSA Executive Director of Science Policy (EDSP) while providing the SPF with a short-term, robust experience dealing with a broad array of weed science policy issues. The SPF must be a WSSA member. 

Preferred applicants are graduate students or postdocs in weed science or related disciplines with an interest in public policy and advocacy. The duration of the fellowship is expected to be about a semester with the SPF contributing approximately 5-10 hours per week on average. The SPF will perform duties and activities that are of concern to the WSSA Science Policy Committee and the EDSP.  

The SPF will be under the supervision and guidance of the EDSP, who is subsequently under the supervision of the WSSA Board of Directors. The SPF will receive compensation from the WSSA based on agreement between the EDSP and the WSSA Board of Directors.

Examples of Potential Activities of the Science Policy Fellow
· Assist the EDSP in coordinating, researching, and writing science policy statements and comments on proposed federal rules and regulations.
· Analyze and publish data from WSSA’s Survey of the Most Common and Troublesome Weeds.
· Pursue, promote, or improve initiatives of the national and regional weed science societies.  
· Record notes for weed science related conference calls and meetings. 
· Help coordinate activities for National Invasive Species Awareness Week (NISAW). 
· Attend Congressional hearings and other meetings of interest as directed by the EDSP.

Reporting of the Science Policy Fellow
· The SPF will provide updates as needed to the EDSP.
· The SPF will write a report on a weed science policy issue of choice for distribution via the WSSA Newsletter. 
· The SPF will provide a final report to the WSSA Board of Directors and Science Policy Committee and give a presentation on their experience at the WSSA annual meeting.

Responsibilities of the Executive Director of Science Policy and the Science Policy Fellow
· The EDSP will establish a list of work priorities and deadlines for the SPF.
· The SPF will use his/her own laptop and cell phone.
· The SPF will book his/her own travel and accommodations as needed.
· The SPF will not receive vacation time, sick leave, health insurance, or a retirement account. 

Compensation of the Science Policy Fellow
· The SPF will receive two stipends of $2,500 for a total of $5,000 to help cover the cost of travel and compensate for their time. Travel will include at least one trip to Washington DC (contingent upon CDC travel guidelines), as well as attendance at the WSSA annual meeting following completion of the fellowship. Additional reimbursement of travel expenses may be available depending on need.

· Start time for the SPF is negotiable. However, it is expected that the SPF would finish their fellowship by the 2024 WSSA annual meeting in San Antonio, TX, Jan. 22 – 25, 2024.

To Apply
· Please include the following documents in one application package:  

1) Resume or Curriculum Vitae

2) One writing sample on a science policy issue of your choice (one page max length)

3) Two letters of reference
 
· Please email your application package to Lee Van Wychen at Lee.VanWychen@wssa.net by 11:59 p.m. ET on Monday, April 3, 2023.
 

