Minutes – WSSA Board of Directors Meeting
Saturday, February 5– Sunday, February 6, 2011
 

 

Meeting called to order by John Jachetta, President, at 8:00 a.m. 

Attending:
James Anderson (Director of Publications)
Rod Lym (Vice President)
Jacob Barney (NEWSS Rep)
Kevin Bradley (NCWSS representative)
Kate Counter (Meeting manger)
David Shaw (Past President)
Anita Dille (Treasurer)
John Jachetta (President)
Joyce Lancaster (Executive Secretary) 
Anne Légère (Member-at-Large)
Tim Miller (WSWS Representative) 
Mike Owen (Member-at-Large)
Peter Porpiglia (Member-at-Large) 
Mike Barrett (President-Elect) 
Sarah Ward (Member-at-Large)
Cody Gray (APMS)
Lee Van Wychen (Director of Science Policy) 
Sarah Meadows (GSO Representative)
Dave Vitolo (Secretary) 

Incoming (2011) members
Les Glasgow
Jim Kells

Addition and Changes to the Agenda/Approval of the Agenda 
 
Motion to approve the agenda: Owen, Porpiglia 2nd. Passed

Motion for Approval of the Consent Agenda: Owen, Légère 2nd. Passed 

Consent Agenda

Nomination Committee:
Affiliated Society Reports:
APMS Report
CWSS Report 
NCWSS Report
SWSS Report
WSWS Report
Committee Reports:
E4-Federal Noxious and Invasive Weeds Committee
E10-Herbicides for Minor Uses
E12-Herbicide Resistant Plant Committee
F4- Membership & Affiliation Committee
F5 Sustaining Membership Committee
P11-Abstract Committee
P22b-Standardized Plant Names Subcommittee
W3a-Fellows and Honorary Member Subcommittee
W3d-Outstanding teaching award Subcommittee
W3e-Outstanding Paper in Weed Science Subcommittee 
W3f-Outstanding Paper in Weed Technology Subcommittee
W3g-Graduate Student Award Subcommittee
W3k-Undergraduate Research Award Subcommittee
W4-Weed Biology and Ecology Committee

Reports have been posted on the website
Approval of the Summer Board Meeting Minutes, Minutes of Actions Taken Between Meetings – David Vitolo
Motion to accept by Shaw, Barrett 2nd.  Passed
Presidents Report – John Jachetta 



Highlights:

When the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) released their 2010 Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) competitive grants program request for applications (RFAs) with little or no opportunity for Weed Science research, extension or education funding, the WSSA developed a fast-paced national advocacy program that sent our   message of disappointment as clearly as possible.  Just a few weeks ago, we found that NIFA did hear us and has addressed our need by including a foundational grant program for “Controlling Weedy and Invasive Plants” in the upcoming 2011 AFRI RFA.

   John thanked David Shaw for his leadership on the special WSSA S-71 Herbicide Resistance Education Committee to address emerging issues on the topic 

In close communication with EPA through our WSSA-EPA Subject Matter Expert, Jill Schroeder (New Mexico State University), we have been steadily moving forward to coordinate our resistance management education efforts with the Agency. 
  
John also commented on the Societies work concerning Spray drift regulations, Riparian zones, and NISAW.

“Any applied scientific society only moves forward through its commitment to a public service vision.  WSSA has done a great job in its mission by creating a forum that brings scientists, practitioners, policy makers, industry, students and stewards of the land together to advance Weed Science.  By promoting weed management policy based in science, we have effectively created the right opportunities to engage academia, policy makers, land managers, weed management practitioners and industry in bringing ideas and people together solve some of society’s pressing problems.”  

Executive Secretary’s Report – Joyce Lancaster



Our 2010 new/renew numbers came in at 99% of the 2009 membership level, which is two percentage points higher than last year. We came within 9 members of matching our 2009 membership numbers – which is the second year of very stable membership numbers.

Overall we did better than projected in our 2010 budget. Even though the expenses exceeded revenues for the fiscal year, we were able to operate on a cash basis without utilizing any funds from the General Investment Fund.

New board member training was conducted via a webinar.
 
ACTION:  Joyce Lancaster -Announcement on CIPM and NAWMA list serve regarding associate membership

Treasurer’s Report – Anita Dille



 
 

WSSA Investments as of December 31, 2010 had the following balances:
General Fund: $812,841.29 (year to date return of ~9%)
Endowment Fund: $290,500 (year to date return of ~9.5 %) 

 The Statement of Activities provides the most detailed picture of revenue and expense line items.  You will notice that we generated slightly more revenue than budgeted and less expense than budgeted.  While expenses exceeded revenues they did not do so to the extent that we budgeted.  And although operating expenses exceeded operating revenue, our cash flow was such that we did not utilize any money from the General Fund investment account.

Action: Need to review 5 year publication business plan.  Dille, Anderson, Lancaster, Barrett. Report back to the board with recommendations.


Investments – Anita Dille

Meet quarterly with investment advisor and finance committee.  Advisor wants more flexibility to use cash for market opportunities.  None found to date. See board actions – Summer

  
Meeting Management – Kate Counter

Everything under control. New lighting in Hilton Ballrooms is excellent. As of today 398 members registered.  Expect 450 by end of meeting. We are at 102% of room block.  

Baltimore in 2013, contract in negotiation.
Hyatt in Vancouver 2014.

Action: Counter:   Begin to think about new long term contract with Hilton.

Can we bring the regional societies into the long-term contract planning ?  Difficult, because of liability.  Only one name on the contract.  Will discuss at Regional Presidents breakfast, along with meeting location preference.

2011 Program Committee Report – Mike Barrett 

Section and symposium chairs excellent. Kate extremely helpful.
Some presentations too large to upload, will need to load at meeting.  
Just a few last minute gliches.  
 Sunday tour fully booked.
Hotel has great space for committee meetings
Went to 20 min presentations, might have been able to shorten meeting if we went back to 15 min. Practitioner forum a disappointment few registrations, cancelled. Will be conducted at NAWMA on September 19th

Local Arrangements –Tim Miller

Kate Counter has been great.  Section chairs bringing laptops.  Everything is under control.  

Action: Tim Miller to Review MOP for local arrangements


 	 
WSSA/NEWSS 2013 Joint Meeting discussion - Jacob Barney

2013 Meeting Feb 13th,  NEWSS  requesting a lump sum payment of $35K. 
180 NEWSS members at 2011 meeting.  Expect ~200 in 2013. 

Action: Need a check list for joint meetings with regional societies.  David Shaw, Dan Reynolds , Jacob Barney, Joyce , Tony Ditomasso.  Need to review costs and logistics.  

Action: Barney Ask NEWSS to provide: List of members, room requests, details on how they arrived at $35k request by Friday 2011 board meeting. 
 
Motion: WSSA and NEWSS conduct a joint annual meeting in February 2013.  
By David Shaw,  Dille 2nd.  Passed 

Action: Board to review request of $35K at Friday board meeting


Graduate Student Organization – Sarah Meadows

Undergraduate attendance 2. 
Grad social for Superbowl sponsored by Monsanto.
Take a grad student to eat program has great interest.
Membership policy change well received. 
New board member Trey Cutts.  


MOP and Constitutional Changes – Ralph Whitesides
 	
Action: Whitesides Make available to the membership our new policies on ethics. Provide to David Krueger to post on Website

Publications – Jim Anderson 





Action:  Jim Anderson Board needs recommendation from F. Tardif’s committee on how to proceed with e-version of HH, for discussion at Friday WSSA board meeting.

Action: Barrett E-HH concept needs a champion.  Need to identify individual to drive this at Friday’s meeting. 

Action:  Barrett Brainstorming session to review possible models for an e-version of the HH.  Can be split into two objectives:  1) Determine technically how to create it? 2) Determine how we generate income from it?

Action: Committee will make recommendation on whether Spanish abstracts should continue to be included in Weed Technology, and/or if inclusion of Spanish abstracts will be expanded to Weed Science.   The committee will come back to board on Friday with recommendations. 

Action: Jim Anderson to ask Abelino Pitty for feedback on Spanish abstracts and provide oversight. 

Action:  Anderson: Audit of Spanish translations by oversight committee (TBD) requested.  

Appropriate use of visual ratings in publications was discussed.  Are quantitative measurements required in directions to authors?  What is appropriate for Weed Technology?   

Action: Barrett - A letter is requested from SWSS board to Publication committee and Mike Barrett re concerns around acceptability of visual ratings in Weed Tech.

Action:  Jim Anderson to go back to the Publications Committee and provide the WSSA Board input re visual ratings.  

Action:  Consider a symposium on appropriate use of visual ratings 

Professional Development Committee Proposal- Exposure Sharing, New Media Using Professional Societies


Endowment Fund Committee request- John Jachetta
Request from Endowment committee for matching funds to the endowment fund from the WSSA.   Discussed and passed over. 

Action: Jachetta to provide message to committee that we already provide some resources.  Endowment committee should investigate the funding of endowment through estate planning donations.  

Summer tactical goals discussion and transition of discussion concepts to appropriate committees- John Jachetta




Action: Board Members to bring Board’s strategic goals to appropriate committees on Monday.  Mike will attempt to send out via listserve.


Strategic Goals to Tactical Goals Brainstorming and Initial Prioritization
 

#1 Advance Weed Science Research
1.  Communicate positives of weed management – Losses due to weeds – in the Popular press 
#2  Support Weed Science Education and Extension Outreach
1. Need “Losses due to weeds” monograph – with paid contract to edit/write the monograph.  This initiates a series of monographs e.g. such as World’s Worst Weeds, Intriguing World of Weeds, etc. 
#3  Produce and Disseminate High Quality Publications
1. E-version of Herbicide Handbook freely available on society homepage, funded via ads in the book. Officially, invited review article for journals.  (Backdoor invitations accepted as people suggest themselves or others and are then formally invited)  (This is a particularly attractive point for younger faculty and for graduate students.) 

#4  Promote Weed Management Policy Based in Science
1. Create internships at EPA and other Federal Agencies to recruit from the discipline 
2. Create white papers on policy and have a special website location (maybe near the journals link on homepage

#5  Provide Service to Our Members and Affiliated Societies.
1. Increase number of joint meetings with Regional Groups. 

Abstract Submission Software/ Website –David Kruger




See 2010 Web Manager Report (attached): 

Website Redesign Proposal (attached)
3 month timeline, est. cost $15,000

Board directed proposal to the Finance committee.

Action: Bradley to discuss with the Website committee the proposals presented by David Krueger re: Creating position of Website content manager and the Website advisory board and provide Board with response on Friday.

Action: Derr Committee to investigate developing a feature to seek and capture volunteer interest for committees.

Action: Krueger Add APMS to the platform (Tyler Koshnick, SePRO Corp  is current program chair)

Action: Add Vitolo as contact for errors and omissions on society website.

General comments: General praise for ways of working with David. Targeted listserves  are a great feature.  Will fix issue around size limitations of file uploads


EPA Subject Matter Expert Update – Jill Schroeder 

Dan Kenny’s review of the position attached.




Action:  Jachetta/Barrett Select successor for Jill by June.  Begin advertising for position at this meeting. 

Action: Van Wychen Create job description with Jill’s input next week.

2:00 Owen Motion to adjourn,2nd Vitolo.  Passed
  
	


Sunday, February 6, 2011 – Forum Suite
  
 8:09 A.M.	Call to Order, Introductions – John Jachetta

Allen Press – Karen Ridgeway


 

Downturn in institutional subscriptions.  Expect 10% decline.
Strategy to recapture revenue - Aggregations: Negotiating with several.
Revenue has stabilized:  ~$89K in royalties expected
Cover change on WT, table of contents on back cover
ISPM
Total revenue exceeded expectations by 38K
Adding coding to summaries of ISPM 
Applied to Thompson Scientific to have it included
2011 editorial stipend will increase by 5K
Minimum guaranty will decrease to 30k 

Spanish abstracts are checked by team of 3 Spanish speaking weed scientists.  One week turn around. Allen Press gives feedback.
Will monitor the impact factor.

Will libraries want their own subscription if the y have access thru an agregator?  Karen thinks yes.
Who are the aggregators? In Brasil it is a consortium of Universities. 
What does WSSA receive?  The standard share of a discounted amount of money. 



Action:  Ridgeway   add 25th Anniversary banner on- line. 

Action: Font size is an issue, can be changed. Ridgeway to provide font samples to Anderson.

Action:   Ridgeway will look at budget to identify potential ways to reduce journal costs, report back to Anderson. Does not want to cut marketing budget.  

Early workflow process will reduce correction charges.  

When will ISPM break even?  Still possible at end of 5 years, but a stretch target given the economy.
Does impact factor influence subscriptions.? Yes, at libraries.

Action: Ridgeway to give list of subscribers to Barrett.  


Weed Images, Bugwood Website – Joseph LaForest


 

Action: LaForest  to set up functionality with D Krueger to enable slide sets.

Action: LaForest to visit with Krueger at this meeting to determine what can be done to add functions to our site.

Action:  LaForest - Look into means of giving more public awareness to Weed Science on the site. Will review with McFarland.

Action: McFarland to investigate how to transfer weed databases for manufacturers to Bugwood.  Will work through public awareness committee.

Action: LaForest to check back in with Barrett, Jachetta after the meeting


Crop Life America - Barbara Glenn, Vice President, Science and Regulatory 
VP for Science and Reg Affairs. CLA

CLA is a non-profit organization that represents manufacturers and advances the Crop Protection industry.  
 
Top priorities:

Spray drift
Human health risk assessment
Registration processes (PRIA III)
All science based!
 
May 12 CLA national policy conference.
May 13th.  1st CLA mini symposium on regulatory science vs. peer reviewed science
Will include many different views.

  Need to have closer relationships with USFWS, BLM, USFS, US Army Corp Eng in Western USA.  CLA is aware of need to build bridges.  Silo nature of agencies inhibits innovative new products from being accepted.

Action: Glenn- Work with Lee on Loss of US ACE aquatic research facility in Vicksburg is a tremendous loss to Weed Science.

Action:  Glenn- Develop plan to influence BLM on use of new products.  Coordinate with Lee.  

Action:  Glenn- to liaise with Lee to Co-ordinate nominations for Weed scientists to appropriate advisory panels. 

  Need broad strategy to maintain science based policy between EPA and USDA re: setbacks for GMA and No-GMO crops.

CLA education efforts K-12:  liaise with FFA.  Will follow WSSA lead.  Roger Beechey suggested a full court press on Ag Ed.  See Saw is one group working on education.

NISAW – Lee Van Wychen

    www.NISAW.org 


See DSP section for details

Healthy Habitats Coalition – Fred Raish 





Mission
Healthy Habitats Coalition (HHC) promotes the protection, preservation and restoration
of the nation’s natural resource heritage and economic interests from the negative
impacts of harm by invasive species.   
 
Action Raish to review asks for inconsistencies per McFarland questions

Action: Raish to send link for HHC to Joyce to place on our website
	
HHC Advocacy Week is planned for the week of March 14-18, 2011 in Washington DC
at the Hotel Palomer 
	 
 HHC Contact Information:
	Tracee Bentley  Executive Director
	 Tracee.Bentley@healthyhabitatscoalition.com 
	 www.nawma.org 
	www.healthyhabitatscoalition.com 
	









	
Herbicide Resistance Education Committee Report- David Shaw



A critical element of the committee’s activities is the development of the report, funded by USDA-APHIS, entitled “Herbicide-Resistant Weeds Management Report”.   
The sections of the report will include:
· Introduction
· Most effective best management practices (BMPs) for managing the development and spread of herbicide resistance in weeds
· Degree of adoption of these BMPs
· Factors impacting adoption, or the lack thereof
· Recommendations for how to increase adoption

A writing team has been developed and includes Ted Webster, Mike Barrett, Bill Witt, Nilda Burgos, Bob Nichols, Steve Powles, Rick Llewellyn, Jason Norsworthy, Sarah Ward, and David Shaw.  The writing team is working toward report completion by mid-2011.  

Plans are being initiated to have a national symposium that is a roll-out for the APHIS report, as well as a demonstration of the materials developed at the WSSA website.  NRC has invited us to hold the symposium at the National Academy of Science in Washington, DC.  Plans are coming together for this to occur in June-July 2011.

In addition to funding from the USDA-APHIS grant, HRAC and the commodity organizations have indicated funding is available to support these efforts.

Presentations have been given to EPA, APHIS, ARS to update them on progress.  Outreach activities to commodity groups to secure additional funding are underway.


 Herbicide Resistance Education Subcommittee Report on RH Training modules- John Soteres


  

Goal: WSSA leader in educating on Herbicide resistance. Target is the interface with the grower (PCA, Dealer, Retailer)

Action: IPM centers developing modules. Soteres to coordinate design with this effort. 

Module titles:
Why important
Basic information
How to iD?
Basic mgmt options
Conservation tillage – Farmer oriented

Proactive management is the focus. Hiring consultant has been particularly helpful.
Computer based training module is being created. Version 1 planned for April. Broad scale beta testing year.

Action: Soteres/Glenn - Meet with Ag retailers organization before it goes live.  CLA can help coordinate.

Action: Soteres – enlist CLA (Glenn) to help publicize this effort.

Action: Soteres – Consider how to utilize the WSSA site as the portal for the modules, and retain control of updates and changes.

Action: Soteres/McFarland /extension committee– Coordinate roll out between the the Sub-committee  and the Public Awareness and extension committees.



  Public Awareness Committee – Janis McFarland 




Action: McFarland/Barrett – PA Committee to build partnerships with different committees to build awareness of their activities

Action: McFarland/Regional Reps – Make it a strategic priority to work with the regional societies to build awareness of their activities

Action: McFarland How can the PAC help the ambassador program design tools to use in their activities?

Action: McFarland/Education committee – Develop outreach materials (posters)

Lee Van Wychen – Advice: If you are interviewed by news media, ask to see the output before publishing, to avoid misquoting.



Goals for 2011:  
-Develop an outreach plan and materials, as prioritized by the Policy Board, for their use in increasing weed awareness with the new administration and other government officials.
-Develop an ambassador program utilizing WSSA committee members and experts from IPM Centers and Extension to enhance public awareness of weeds and to support our public outreach.
-Develop and implement a broader outreach strategy on promoting the topic of weeds through radio, TV, Web, YouTube and magazines.
-Develop a Weed Fact Sheet for use in outreach. 


Director of Science Policy update/ Science Policy Committee - Van Wychen/ Donn Schilling



 

Note: Goalie removed in Van Wychen household.  

See attached for information on these activities:
USDA personnel changes
USDA-NIFA funds Weed Science Research
2011 Federal Budget
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permits (NPDES)
Spray Drift Labeling.  
Herbicide Resistance Management Policy

If you want to see what your state is doing regarding NPDES go to this website:
 
http://www.aquatics.org/npdes_state.htm

Questions to/comments from the Affiliated Societies

 New Business

Action: Discuss at Friday meeting need for mailing the meeting programs.

Discussion: Stipend to send individual to Spanish speaking Weed Science Society Board meetings as ambassador from WSSA. Or – Leverage existing members who attend these meetings.  Albert Fischer is our current liaison.  

Action:  Owen to Discuss with A Pitty ideas around outreach.  Lym to discuss with International committee.  Return for discussion on Friday.  

Executive Session – Topic:  Performance Reviews


 Shaw moved, Gray second to go into executive session. Passed

 Dille moved, Ward second to come out of executive session. Passed

Motion Approve $6,000 increase in salary for DSP.  Shaw, Dille.  Passed Unanimously 

Motion to adjourn by Shaw, 2nd by Bradley, Passed.

   	ADJOURNED at 2:41 PST
 
 


Submitted by Dave Vitolo
Secretary, WSSA
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WSSA Ex.Sec.Rpt.2011.doc
Date:

January 25, 2011

To:

WSSA Board of Directors


From:

Joyce Lancaster, Executive Secretary


Re:

Executive Office Report


This report is a summary of the activities of the Executive Secretary’s office for FY 2010.

Staffing

We have not had any turnover with the processing and warehouse staff that supports our work.  Kimberly Faulk continues as our Association Management Services Representative and Rusty Wright is our association manager – both very capable and diligent.  Kimberly is the primary contact for member and subscriber services calls and email and Rusty provides support for me with reports and database issues.  Dee Ann Berry is now the Director of Association Management and Susan Metzger continues as Director of Association Publishing and both report directly to the CEO, Gerald Lillian.

Membership Statistics

As of January 25, 2011, 84% of our membership is either new or has renewed for 2011 with a current total of 1076 out of 1294 members, above where we were at this time last year, which was at 72%.   Our 2010 new/renew numbers came in at 99% of the 2009 membership level, which is two percentage points higher than last year. We came within 9 members of matching our 2009 membership numbers – which is the second year of very stable membership numbers. 

This year we started the non-member author campaign.  Rusty periodically reviews the list of authors and matches it against a member list; then sends an email to non-member authors explaining the benefits of WSSA membership and inviting them to join.  To date of 310 emails sent, we’ve gained 22 new members.

The new associate member rate that includes print and online access to one journal is just at the initial stages.  We have two individuals with that membership type as of this date.  We were supposed to receive a NAWMA member mailing list in January and February 2011 so we could begin sending notices about our new rate.  We haven’t received those lists yet but once we do, that campaign will begin.


I think the other big difference is including student membership with the student meeting registration.  We are already within 2 people of matching the 2010 student membership level and most of that can be attributed to the number of student registrations at the meeting.

Subscriber Statistics


I’m sure that Karen Ridgeway will be providing subscriber statistics for the journals.  This year we saw somewhat of a decline in IPSM subscribers – from 82 to 79.  Individual subscriptions to that journal decreased from 38 to 27.  

Sustaining Membership


Presidential Sustaining members went from four to six. Sustaining members have increased their funding for special projects which include the public awareness/EPA liaison campaigns and the Sustaining member committee has been successful in generating three new sustaining members. 

Financial

Anita will be providing more detailed information in her Treasurer’s report about WSSA finances. The good news is that our investment portfolios have gained in value and continue the upward climb.  

As far as operating revenues/expenses are concerned I would say that overall we did better than projected in our 2010 budget. Even though the expenses exceeded revenues for the fiscal year, we were able to operate on a cash basis without utilizing any funds from the General Investment Fund.  I’m sending a separate report that explains our budget activities for the year.  

Program Issues


Our program operations are very strong. All three of our publications are of high quality.  My concern last year was about the number of submissions to the journals but as you have probably been able to tell from the size of the journals, submission totals have improved over the preceding year.

The big improvement for the annual meeting this year was the new abstract submission site.  I think it was easy to use for authors (at least I didn’t hear any complaints) and it was fantastic on the administrative side of things.  I admit to initially being a skeptic about this venture but I’m probably now its loudest cheerleader. I can’t say enough about the ease of working with David Krueger on the abstract site and the website.

Our annual meeting registrations are strong and the hotel block is at 102%...and we were only committed to 70%.  It says two things….this will be a well attended meeting and Kate was really good at setting the room block.

We continue to have very strong volunteer support among the membership with multiple committee members providing many volunteer hours to forward the purposes and goals of the WSSA.


Personal Goals

I had three goals for the year:


1. Match the WSSA membership level – 2010 from 2009.  As stated earlier, we came within 9 people of meeting that goal.

2. Re-evaluate membership structure, benefits and dues amounts prior to summer   


       board meeting and make recommendations.  The Board did re-establish the   


       associate member category and the goal is to increase the number of    


       practitioners as members and to increase the circulation of the journals, 


       particularly IPSM.

3. Conduct new board member training via a webinar.  Topics included:

a. Qualities of effective board members


b. Legal responsibilities/D&O liability insurance


c. The WSSA Constitution and By-laws; MOP


d. Reimbursements


e. Contracts – what we have and how they work


f. Financial reports  - how to view and assess


g. Audits and taxes


h. Attendance


i. Voting – at the meeting and electronically


j. The DSP – the regions and the escrow account


k. Minutes from previous two years


l. Strategic plan


m. Stage-gate process


n. Insurance policies


o. Investments and the Investment Policy


p. Agreements without contracts


q. Incorporation, Legal Counsel, and Registered Agent


r. Special Pubs – 


s. Board liaison with committees

This was completed via webinar on January 26th, 2011.  Let me know if you want a copy of the power point presentation.


Recommendations


I don’t have specific recommendations this year other than to keep up the great work.  There are a lot of great initiatives and programs currently in place and all are functioning well.  I just need to acknowledge how much the board and volunteer efforts continue to serve the WSSA so well.

Regards,


Joyce
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2010-11 position.pdf
ASSETS

Current Assets

Bank Accounts

US Bank - Operating

Douglas Cnty Bank - Operating
Douglas County Bank-MM

Total Checking Accounts

Investment Accounts
Wells Fargo Cash Account
Wells Fargo Endowment Cash

Total Money Market Accounts
Receivables

Accounts Receivable
Accounts Receivable-Publishing

Total Receivables

Inventory
Inventory Asset

Total Inventory
Prepaid Expense
Prepaid Expense

Prepaid Annual Meeting Exp
Prepaid Mtg Exp - NISAW

Total Prepaid Expenses

Total Currents Assets

Weed Science Society of America
Statement of Financial Position
November 30, 2010

Page: 1

Current Year Prior Year
10100-00 $ 86,448.77 42.847.92
10101-00 49,755.85 115,731.08
10102-00 19,565.15 15,902.76
155,769.77 174,481.76
10104-00 102,158.29 67,083.60
10105-00 7,698.39 24,873.31
109,856.68 91,956.91
11100-00 0.00 95.00
11101-00 76,446.00 76,445.39
76,446.00 76,540.39
13100-00 38,442.51 44.137.34
38,442.51 44,137.34
13500-00 2,845.99 2,752.51
13503-00 5,353.72 6,813.90
13504-00 0.00 3,000.00
8,199.71 12,566.41
388,714.67 399,682.81

See Accountant's Notes





Weed Science Society of America
Statement of Financial Position
November 30, 2010

Long Term Assets

Wells Fargo Endowment Fund
Endowment Bond

Endow Bond-Unrealized
Endowment Equity

Endow Equity-Unrealized
Endow Mutual Funds

Endow Mut Fund-Unrealized
Endow Preferred Rate

Endow Pref Rate-Unrealized

Total Wells Fargo Endowment Funds

Wells Fargo General Fund
General Equity

General Equity-Unrealized
General Bonds

General Bonds-Unrealized
General AC Mut Fund
General Mut Fund-Unrealized
Pref Fixed Rate

Pref Fixed Rate-Unrealized

Total Wells Fargo General Fund

Total Wells Fargo Investment Funds

Plant, Property & Equipment
Accum Depr-Plant, Prop & Equip
Net Property, Plant and Equipment

Total Long Term Assets

Total Assets

16500-00
16501-00
16502-00
16503-00
16504-00
16505-00
16506-00
16507-00

16600-00
16601-00
16602-00
16603-00
16604-00
16605-00
16606-00
16607-00

17500-00
17600-00

See Accountant's Notes

$

Page: 2

Current Year Prior Year
65,685.91 78,815.01
(16,908.88) (18,489.96)
182,514.92 123,098.13
(23,572.51) (32,395.67)
87,416.49 85,112.16
(20,386.89) (26,145.37)

0.00 25,201.84

0.00 (5,759.34)
274,749.04 229,436.80
343,843.75 336,496.74
515.83 (11,845.13)
93,641.64 135,872.85
(16,625.51) (15,832.08)
265,526.78 228,652.12
(6,995.33) (20,828.38)
0.00 13,266.64

0.00 (856.92)
679,907.16 664,925.84
954,656.20 894,362.64
7,084.23 7,084.23
(6,208.24) (5,980.23)
875.99 1,104.00
955,532.19 895,466.64
1,344,246.86 1,295,149.45






Weed Science Society of America
Statement of Financial Position

November 30, 2010

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Liabilities

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable

Account Payable - ADP
Payroll Payable

Federal Payroll Taxes Payable
State Payroll Taxes Payable
Employee Benefits Payable
Accrued Expenses

Deferred Member Dues
Deferred WS Mtg Rev
Deferred WS Mtg Exhibitor
Deferred WS Mtg Sponsor
Deferred WS Mtg Tour
Deferred NISAW Registration
IWSS Deposits

Total Current Liabilities

Long Term Liabilities

Deferred Member Dues NY
Deferred NISAW Sponsorship NY
IWSS Deposits NY

Total Long Term Liabilities

Total Liabilities

Net Assets

Unrestricted Net Assets
Unrestricted Assets
Unrestricted-Board Designated
Net Assets Undesignated

Total Unrestricted Net Assets

Restricted Net Assets
Temporarily Restricted
Permanently Restricted
Director Science Policy Escrow

Temp-Accum Endowment Earnings

Total Restricted Net Assets

Change in Net Assets

Total Net Assets

Total Liabilities & Net Assets

20100-00 $

20102-00
20103-00
20104-00
20105-00
20106-00
21100-00
23200-00
23500-00
23502-00
23503-00
23506-00
23511-00
23600-00

23200-01
23513-01
23600-01

30100-00
30101-00
31100-00

30102-00
30103-00
30104-00
30105-00

$

See Accountant's Notes

Page: 3

Current Year Prior Year

20,042.50 0.00
64.44 48.75
2,131.67 1,676.78
1,075.96 839.25
160.50 125.58
397.62 312.16
22.678.46 27,103.54
18,299.24 17,771.54
32,975.00 0.00
1,000.00 0.00
0.00 22,500.00
715.00 0.00
0.00 2,700.00

90.00 1,995.00
99,630.39 75,072.60
81,920.00 100,770.00
0.00 2,000.00
1,740.00 1,950.00
83,660.00 104,720.00
183,290.39 179,792.60
0.00 (1,995.00)
60,000.00 81,000.00
533,330.30 366,729.91
593,330.30 445,734.91
35,645.21 30,780.03
178,267.55 175,652.55
247.579.12 235,890.29
60,534.67 47,877.53
522,026.55 490,200.40
45,599.62 179,421.54
1,160,956.47 1,115,356.85
1,344,246.86 1,295,149.45
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2010 WSSA Committee Report to Members

Summary for 2010 and Action Plan for 2011 (prepared 2/2/2011)

Committee Code and Name:    F2 Finance Committee  

Committee Chair: Anita Dille

Board Coordinator:  Anita Dille

Committee Members Rotating Off:                                  Appropriate Replacements:        



Al Hamill – C





Hugh Beckie - C


Tim Dutt – NE


to be replaced (actively seeking)

2010 Summary of Activities


What were the committee’s goals for 2010? 

· Evaluate current and upcoming financial status and obligations of WSSA, its budget, banking accounts, investments, and its budgetary operations.

List the committee’s accomplishments in 2010:


· Quarterly conference calls with our investment advisor, Jeff Holloway, to regularly review General Fund and Endowment investments (May 5, 2010; July 21, 2010; October 27, 2010 and February 2, 2011). These regular contacts with the committee and our investment advisor have proven invaluable. Based on these conversations, the committee has stayed on our course and continues to ride out the financial storm. 

· A review of the Director of Science Policy was initiated just prior to the February 2010 annual meeting. A proposal was developed to provide continued support for the DSP position through FY 2020. This adjusted the annual contributions provided by the regional and affiliated societies while gradually using the DSP escrow account that has accrued over the past few years. This proposal was presented at the WSSA summer board meeting and approved.  It was presented to the regional and affiliated society presidents and the proposal was accepted.

· Finance Committee made a recommendation to the WSSA board to change our Investment Policy as a result of our October 27, 2010 conference call.  It was recommended “To expand the range for general moneys, such that 35 to 100% are to be placed in low-risk investments and the remainder is to be placed in moderate risk investments.” This amendment was approved by the WSSA BOD by e-mail vote on 11/17/2010.  


· As committee chair, review monthly invoices being sent out by Allen Press.  As a result of a full audit in May, 2010, it was recommended to have an independent person review and approve cancelled checks of payments to Allen Press. Mark Czarnota, Finance Committee member, agreed to review these cancelled checks in addition to reviewing quarterly financial transactions.


· Financial statements are reviewed prior to summer and annual board meetings with Joyce Lancaster and committee via conference call (July 21, 2010 and February 2, 2011). These conference calls provide a chance to keep up to date with revenues / expenses of the society.


As of November 30, 2010:


WSSA bank accounts at end of FY10 had the following balances:


Total checking accounts: $155,769.77


US Bank – operating and Douglas County Bank – operating = $136,204.62


Money Market account = $19,565.15

WSSA Investments as of December 31, 2010 had the following balances:

General Fund: $812,841.29 (year to date return of ~9%)

Endowment Fund: $290,500 (year to date return of ~9.5 %) 

Investments are managed professionally by Jeff Holloway, CFP, through Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC (Liberty, MO) following guidelines in our WSSA Investment Policy (available online).

		Date

		

		General Fund

		

		Endowment

		



		12/31/08

		End 4th quarter

		$645,139

		

		$207,436

		



		12/31/09

		End 4th quarter

		$739,889

		

		$263,274

		



		

		

		

		Year to date

		

		Year to date



		3/31/10

		End 1st quarter

		$765,785

		

		$276,156

		



		6/30/10

		End 2nd quarter

		$720,952

		

		$252,693

		



		9/30/10

		End 3rd quarter

		$772,389

		

		$278,610

		



		12/31/10

		End 4th quarter

		$812,841

		9%

		$290,500

		9.4%



		

		

		

		

		

		





Summary of 2010 Budget outcomes (Dec. 1/09 to Nov. 30/10) 


Based on WSSA Statement of Activities 


		Activity

		Revenue

		Expenses

		Net



		Annual Meeting (2010 Denver, Joint WSSA/SRM)

		$69,271.68

		$54,957.03

		$14,314.65



		Journals (WS, WT, IPSM)




		$107,036.00

		$137,654.79

		-$30,618.79



		Other meetings (NIWAW, IWSS)

		$25,910.30

		$29,777.23

		-$3,866.93



		Other publications (newsletter, special pubs)

		$20,069.37

		$4,400.00

$8,930.68

		$6,738.62



		Program services (membership, sponsorship, committees, DSP, etc)

		$278,764.23

		$163,176.44

$54,229.80


$21,743.07


$116,048.17

		-$76,433.25



		TOTALS

		$501,051.58

		$590,917.21

		-$89,865.63





In general, WSSA operated in the black (sufficient cash on hand) but has net negative revenue over expenses by $89,865.63 (though better than initial budgeted deficit of $140,919).  Program services do not include the restricted revenue from Affiliated Societies contributions towards the DSP of $49,370.00 in FY 2010.

2010 Plan for Committee Activities

Goals for 2011:

· Continue quarterly conference calls of finance committee with investment advisor, Jeff Holloway.


· Continue to evaluate the financial status and obligations of WSSA and assist in preparation of annual budget, and conduct financial evaluations as directed by the Board or the President. 


Recommendations for Board/Society Action:  

Funds requested for 2011: none


Other requests for the Board: none
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2010 WSSA Committee Progress Report

July, 2010



Committee Code and Name:  P1-Publications Board         



Committee Chair: James Anderson



Committee Members, 2010:  

Anderson, James 		2014-NC

Anderson, Lars 		2013-W

Norsworthy, Jason 		2012-S

Foley, Michael 		2013-NC

DiTomaso, Tony 		2012-NE

Ransom, Corey ex-off 	2014-(P22)

Miller, Tim ex-off 		2014-(P22b)

Chao, Wun ex-off 		2014-(P11)

Luschei, Ed, ex-off 		2012-(P23)

Koger, Trey ex-off 		2014-(P8)

Harker, Neil ex-off 		2014-(P3)

Tardif, Francois ex-off 	2013-(P6)

Vencill, William ex-off 	2012-(P2)

Domaso, Joseph ex-off 	2014-(P4)



Board Coordinator: James Anderson

 

Committee Members Rotating Off: None         Appropriate Replacements: NA             														

2010 Summary of Activities



What are the committee’s goals for 2010?   

· Continue to track benchmarks for Invasive Plant Science and Management (IPSM).

· Continue to support and assist Dr. Zollinger with WSSA Project Proposal for a book on Adjuvants.

· Continue to monitor the impact of Spanish abstracts in Weed Technology. 

· Develop an SOP for covering page charges related to symposiums. 



List the committee’s accomplishments:  

· See P1 report submitted for summer BOD meeting for accomplishments through 7/9/10 (http://www.wssa.net/Meetings/WSSAMinutes/2010JulyReports/Publications.pdf)

· Based on goals from the Strategic Planning Workshop held at Summer BOD Meeting in 2010, committee has started discussions related to developing a stipend and page waver policy for official invited review articles published in WSSA sponsored journals; and the potential for the next herbicide handbook being offered as an e-version. 



What information was posted on the WSSA website? 

· Information related to covering symposium page charges made available to membership through the online newsletter and website.



How much funds were requested?  $2,000 



How much was spent in 2010?  $1238.27

· Annual meeting in Denver $304.82

· Summer BOD meeting in Portland $933.45



What was the impact of the committee activities/accomplishments on the following

· Membership: not know.

· Publication: new cover for Weed Science approved, redesign of journal web pages.

· Policy: new policy for covering cost of publications from symposium established.  

· Legislation: not known. 

· Education: transfer of knowledge via WSSA sponsored journals.  



What is the current state of the committee’s projects and activities?  

· Dialog on providing a stipend and waver of page charges for invited reviews published in WSSA sponsored journals is ongoing.

· Discussions have been initiated with François Tardif, chair of Herbicide Handbook Committee, members of the Website Development Committee, and the Finance Committee related to potential for e-version of Herbicide Handbook.

· Committee and Allen Press are monitoring success of Spanish abstracts in Weed Technology.

· No new information is available from Rich Zollinger on the Adjuvant Book Project.

· Publication of an APHIS report in a Special Issue of Weed Science has been approved and the report is currently under peer-review.

· Committee continues to monitor success of IPSM through quarterly reports from Allen Press.



2011 Plan for Committee Activities



Other Goals for 2011:  

· Committee will make recommendation in late 2011 on whether Spanish abstracts should continue to be included in Weed Technology, and/or if inclusion of Spanish abstracts will be expanded to Weed Science.



Recommendations for Board/Society Action:   



Funds requested for 2011:  $2,000
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July 22, 2010 Summer Board Meeting - Results

Strategic Goals to Tactical Goals Brainstorming and Initial Prioritization


(Votes per Strategic Goal in parenthesis)


#1 Advance Weed Science Research


1.  Communicate positives of weed management – Losses due to weeds – in the Popular press (6)


2. Increase WS research funding – DSP priorities (5)

3. Support the creation of Forums for emerging issues in Weed Science (4)


4. Grantsmanship course (1)

5. Create a spot on the Web Site for Research opportunities – in the newsletter and articles


#2  Support Weed Science Education and Extension Outreach


1. Need “Losses due to weeds” monograph – with paid contract to edit/write the monograph.  This initiates a series of monographs e.g. such as World’s Worst Weeds, Intriguing World of Weeds, etc. (10)


2. Develop lesson plans for K1-12 weed science (e.g. Ag in the class; National FFA / 4H weed identification) (5)


3. Explore consortium (AGIdea) of schools to offer undergrad and graduate courses (1 to 3 credits) online (1)

#3  Produce and Disseminate High Quality Publications


1. E-version of Herbicide Handbook freely available on society homepage, funded via ads in the book. (8)


2. Officially, invited review article for journals.  (Backdoor invitations accepted as people suggest themselves or others and are then formally invited)  (This is a particularly attractive point for younger faculty and for graduate students.) 8


3. Link journal icons on Society Homepage directly to journal homepage.  (Journal homepage would have all three journals available when you arrive)  - We decided to just do this one – no vote necessary.


4. One free feature article per month and press release; access to it directly from homepage


5. Bi-monthly newsletter featuring weed science news and ads; likely need editor with funding 


#4  Promote Weed Management Policy Based in Science


1. Create internships at EPA and other Federal Agencies to recruit from the discipline. (9) 


2. Create white papers on policy and have a special website location (maybe near the journals link on homepage) (8)


3. Continue support of S.71 RM Education Committee with link to Extension Committee.  We decided to just do this one – no vote necessary. 


4. Re-start Congressional Intern position to embed assets.


5. Seek US Farm Bill resources for Invasive Species.


#5  Provide Service to Our Members and Affiliated Societies.


1. Increase number of joint meetings with Regional Groups. (10)

2. Identify and implement opportunities for undergrad participation. (4)

3. Offer a special associate membership with access to 1 journal. (3)

4. Build/establish relationships with non-agricultural societies. (1)

5. Improve professional development activities and resources (website)

#6  Recruitment and Expansion of Membership


1. Associate Membership.


2. Relationship with non-Agricultural groups.


3. Have more subject matters and opportunities for non-members.


4. Develop promotional materials and a strategy for effective distribution.


5. Very low cost ($10?) membership for grad students.


6. Ideas from GSO.


Initial Planning by Strategic Theme


#1 Advance Weed Science Research

Appropriate Committees: Research Committee, Extension Committee & Public Awareness Committee)

Theme: Communicate the Positives of WS Research


1. Themes – Key Nuts to Crack


a. What needs to be produced?  Define this.  Where will it be communicated and by who?  Who authors these pieces?


b. For each theme, what are the major activities that you need to undertake? Identify the topics, the experts, and the information to be collected.

2. Deliverables


a. What are the specific outcomes that need to be achieved in order to deliver the results?


List of research topics, a list of experts, and the documents themselves

3. Milestones (and Timing)


a. For each theme what is the order of deliverables and the schedule for their completion?


RFP for the project – Feb 2011 – (this could be Public Awareness Committee, Research Committee, or Extension Committee, or combination of these committees, task)

Recommendation/Selection of vendor for project – 2011


First Article – 2011

4. Structure of Team(s)


a. Activities will be managed by: Outside vendor with selected weed science experts

5. Progress/Project Management Mechanism


a. This is a committee assignment, the BOD will track the timetable to be sure it is being met

6. Three Areas That Will Deliver Quick Win(s)


a. The first thing would be communication with the selected committee(s)


#2  Support Weed Science Education and Extension Outreach

Appropriate Committee: Education Committee

Tactical goal #2 – Develop K-12 weed science-based teaching materials


Goals – to provide weed identification resources (keys and pictures) for National and state FFA and national and State 4H programs, to re-evaluate current 4H project on weed management, and to develop five topical lesson plans / year focused on weed science principles for 1 hour classroom sessions (for age groups K-5, 6-8, 9-12) that could include box of supplies for guests/instructors/teachers to take to a classroom and teach about weed science. to become part of the Ag in the Classroom curriculum (or other appropriate venue, eg. 4H environmental science programs in Georgia)


1.  Themes – Key Nuts to Crack


Challenges – to visit with and identify the gaps about needs for Weed Science training (what do they have, if anything) with Ag in the Classroom programs, National FFA and State 4H crop contests, 4-H projects in weed management, other science classroom opportunities. \


Have faculty been invited to a classroom of 1st and 2nd graders and wondered what they should share about Weed Science.  Are there some interesting demonstrations that can be quickly developed?  What topics are appropriate for different age groups?  What might be included in a box of supplies to take to a classroom to demonstrate key weed science principles such as dispersal, herbicide and spray volatility, herbicide resistance (corn with and without herbicide-resistance trait), herbicide selectivity (monocot vs dicot control), etc.


2. Deliverables


· On the WSSA website:


1. Provide access to weed identification resources for National and State FFA programs


2. Provide lesson plans and what to put into a box of supplies to highlight weed science principles that are appropriate for 1 hour classroom sessions across age groups of K-5, 6-8, and 9-12.


3. What needs to be updated for State and National 4H projects on weed management 


3. Milestones (and Timing)


· Obtain National FFA and State 4H lists of weeds (from crop contests) and begin to collect images (seed, plants) along with developing appropriate keys to guide identification.  Generate online key (6 months) with pictures.


· Determine topic areas and appropriate demonstrations for age groups (6 months)


· Develop lesson plans (goal of 5 plans / year)

4. Structure of Team(s)


· This could be lead through the W5 - Education Committee.  Need individuals that interested in K-12 education.  


5. Progress/Project Management Mechanism


· Through W5 - Education Committee, possibly a special publications editor (manage online publications) could ensure progress is made with deliverables up online.


6. Three Areas That Will Deliver Quick Win(s)


1. Access to weed lists, pictures, keys… should be able to accomplish National FFA and State 4H identification resources quickly.


2. Locate description of current state 4H project in weed management; offer our expertise in updating, revising, and providing resources.


3. Survey current weed science (or broader) teachers in academia for unique educational demonstrations that K-12 classrooms could adopt and use to highlight weed science principles.


#3 Produce and Disseminate High Quality Publications

Appropriate Committee: Herbicide Handbook Committee, Website Development Committee

1. Themes:


· Develop a free online e-version of the Herbicide Handbook we need to 1) consult with David Kruger (website design) and Francois Tardif (Editor-Herbicide Handbook and Chair, Herbicide Handbook Committee) to determine best method for developing HTML format, 2) request that Jeff Derr (Chair, Website Development Committee) work with committee and Anita Dille (Treasurer) to develop a business plan, and 3) work with Francois Tardif, David Kruger, Website Development Committee, and Allen Press to identify potential advertisement sources.

· Increase  Impact Factor for WSSA journals through open access, invited reviews the Publication Board will need to

1. Determine potential topics of interest and authors knowledgeable of subject matter, 

2. Determine total number of invited reviews that will be invited each year, and 

3. Develop an open access funding proposal for consideration by BOD.


2. Deliverables


· Business model to determine financial liability to WSSA for producing a freely available e-version of Herbicide Handbook

· BOD vote to fund open access, invited reviews; initial suggestion is 2 reviews/journal (6 total/year) X $2000/article = $12000/year


3. Milestones (and Timing)


· Development of business plan for review during 2011 WSSA Annual Meeting

· List of proposed topics and authors for invited reviews and a proposal for funding open access by end of 2011 WSSA Annual Meeting


4. Structure of Team(s)


· See above


5. Progress/Project Management Mechanism


· Chair of Website Development Committee will develop a report for presentation to BOD. Additionally, the chair will report progress to the interim committee (David Shaw, Sarah Ward, David Vitolo, and James Anderson) on a monthly basis.

· Editors of journals, Director of Publications, and Publications Board will seek/make proposals for invited reviews and monitor activity.


6. Three Areas That Will Deliver Quick Win(s)


1. Chair of Website Development Committee can report progress of developing business plan,

2. Editor of Herbicide Handbook and Website Design Coordinator can determine best method for launching e-version of Herbicide Handbook in HTML format, and 

3. Allen Press can provide potential advertizing sources to Website Development Committee.


· 1) Director of Publications will coordinate initial steps for organizing committee action, 

· 2) Publication Board can propose topics and authors for invited reviews, and 

· 3) A general open request for reviews can be electronically sent to membership.


#4 Promote Weed Management Policy Based in Science

Initial action by the EPA Subject Matter Expert, the Director of Science Policy and the WSSA President

Appropriate Committees:  Professional Development Committee, Education Committee, Graduate Student organization

Strategic Goal #4: Create internships at EPA to staff the discipline


1. Themes – Key Nuts to Crack


· Assess the costs (~10K each), leverage past EPA experience


· Explore university course credit to develop the opportunity


· Gain support at EPA or USDA Office of Pesticide Management Policy (OPMP)


· Share the opportunity with interested departments and students


2. Deliverables


· Joint review of this proposal by EPA and WSSA with prior approval of the BOD and the EPA Office of Pesticide Programs Director


3. Milestones (and Timing)


1. Start right away with discussions on possibilities; 


2. Jointly develop a proposal for BOD action by the Winter meeting


3. Seek implementation by summer, 2011.

4. Structure of Team(s)


· Through personal contact


· Team = EPA Subject Matter Expert, the Director of Science Policy and the WSSA President. 


· Team Mandate is to develop a role at EPA as a career opportunity for Weed Scientist.


5. Progress/Project Management Mechanism


· Stage Gate Process


6. Three Areas That Will Deliver Quick Win(s)


· Initiate conversations with EPA


#5 Provide Service to Our Members and Affiliated Societies.

Initial action by the Executive Committee, Board of Directors and Affiliated Societies

Increase the number of joint meetings with the Regional Weed Science Societies.


1. Themes – Key Nuts to Crack


a. Timing of the meeting, finances between the two societies, overcoming the fear that WSSA will take over the regional meeting, may be necessary for one or both groups to change their by laws concerning when (time of year) a meeting can be held.


b. First the societies need to agree to meet, then the finances and dates need to be agreed upon, as well as the location.


2. Deliverables


· The first step is to agree to meet; this should be approached by the respective society reps for each group.  Initially, the North Eastern, North Central, and Westerns will be approached.  There is already some movement for WSSA to meet with the North Eastern in Baltimore in 2013.


3. Milestones (and Timing)


· The Regionals should be approached in 2010 with a meeting date with either the North Central or Westerns in 2015.  WSSA is already meeting with the Canadian Weed Science Society in Vancouver in 2014.


4. Structure of Team(s)


· The initial work will be done by the regional reps, if one of the Regionals wants to meet with WSSA, the Program Chair, meeting manager/business manager, and local arrangements representatives for both societies must meet together and begin to plan the meeting.


· Communication for all involved will be key here.


5. Progress/Project Management Mechanism

6. Three Areas That Will Deliver Quick Win(s)


· The North Eastern Society must send WSSA an official document and plan to meet together in 2014.  This needs to be done in the next few weeks.


· WSSA has changed their by laws to allow for a meeting on a date other than the first two weeks of February (traditional dates).  This was done at the 2010 summer board meeting.


#5 Provide Service to Our Members and Affiliated Societies.

Appropriate Committee:  Graduate Student Organization)

Bringing more Undergrads to WSSA 

1. Themes – Key Nuts to Crack


· Finding the students to invite – Email local college science clubs/groups


· Peaking student interest to get them to participate- Develop a flyer to communicate ideas


2. Deliverables


· Get commitment from undergrads to attend a portion of 2011 meeting.  Have grad students talk to them about the society and weed science.


3. Milestones (and Timing)


· Develop flyer now.


· Start this fall contacting students for invitation to attend.  Contact WSSA grad students to volunteer to talk to undergrads.  


4. Structure of Team(s)


· Grad student rep heading the project.  Help from other grad students, local arrangement committee and program chair. 


5. Progress/Project Management Mechanism


· Ensure communication via email through the fall.  


6. Three Areas That Will Deliver Quick Win(s)


· Developing the flyer and contacting undergrads. 


WSSA Project Proposal 

Project & Champion Name: _______________________________.


Project Champion Contact Information:






Committee forwarding proposal:____________________________


The Project champion has the primary responsibility for driving toward results and leading the project

		Scope of Work – What is the project end state / goals?

The scope of work should sketch out the project topic area, rough costs involved, other resources required, and define the objectives of the project.  




		Project Duration






		Alignment with the WSSA Strategy

Please explicitly demonstrate how the project and the end results are aligned with WSSA strategy.





		Project Timeline / Milestones


Please outline the best estimate of the timing for the project and any identified and required elements to complete the project.






		Broader Society Support


Please confirm support from the appropriate committee(s) and where broader Society support for the project exists and/or how the Champion intends to involve membership.







JJJ  January 5, 2011
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2010 Web Manager Report
to the WSSA Board of Directors
February 5, 2011

WSSA.NET WEBSITE

1. Posted 112 job positions (compared to 96 in 2009)

2. Posted 12 press releases

3. Updates associated with the Annual Meeting (awards, registration, etc.)

4. Newsletters; homepage news updates

5. Committee webpage updates (resistance; professional development; composite list
of weeds; publications, etc)

6. BOD updates (minutes; committee reports; password protected file sharing)

7. Other updates (Listserv for NISAW; Allen Press related updates)

WSSA ABSTRACTS WEBSITE
1. WSSA, NEWSS, NCWSS, and WSWS used the system.
2. SWSS will also use the system for their next annual meeting
3. Several updates and enhancements were added based on feedback from each
society’s admin/editor.
4. There are several new enhancements that will be implemented prior to the next
round of annual meetings. Most of these enhancements are to help the

admin/editor in creating the program report and proceedings report.





WSSA.NET WEBSITE REDESIGN PROPOSAL

1. Submitted proposal to summer BOD.

2. Resubmitting proposal (see attached).

3. Recommending a new temporary committee to assist in the website development.

A representative from each of the following committees/areas would be good:
a. Professional Development committee to make sure the website incorporates

some of the new media/social networking features.
Publications committee.
AllenPress.
Science Policy

Public Relations

-~ o o 0o T

Website committee.
4. Recommending a “Website Content Manager” position who would be responsible
for keeping the content on the website fresh and current, especially society and

Weed Sci related news items on the homepage.
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PROPOSAL for WSSA.NET Website Redesign
to the WSSA Board of Directors
February 5, 2011

The goal of the new site is to bring attention more fully to various issues and resources
in which the WSSA is involved.

In addition to the current content, this redesign includes the following:

1.
2.

4.

5.

New graphics and webpage layout. Wider webpage.

A blog to provide a venue for the President, and anyone else that is given
permission, to make statements about issues immediately, to draw the attention
of the society’s members.

The ability for the website content manager to update news and calendar of
events, without having to send those updates to the website manager.

Give committees that have their own webpages the ability to update some of the
content and links on those webpages (prof. dev.; resistance; science policy; etc)
Incorporate WeedIimages into the website.

The estimated cost for developing this new redesigned website is $15,000.
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From: Kenny.Dan@epamail.epa.gov [mailto:Kenny.Dan@epamail.epa.gov] 


Sent: Friday, January 28, 2011 5:00 PM


To: Jachetta, John


Cc: Jill Schroeder


Subject: Thoughts on WSSA Liaison Position


Hi John.  I appreciate the invitation to provide some input on the continued liaison project.  As before, I continue to value the relationship and the resources that this position has offered me and my staff.  I consider it a continued success for many reasons, some of which I will try to enumerate for you here.


Of course, I think that a large part of the success must be attributed to the WSSA liaison herself, Jill Schroeder, as she has been very committed to the goals of the project and very diligent in the pursuit of results.  Jill has a perfect understanding of both the "do's" and the "do not's” that are associated with the position, and participates in a way that is always helpful while carefully observing the necessary limitations.  She is an outstanding self-starter, making it her business to become involved in matters of high importance without the need for any nudging on our part whatsoever.  She has gained a very good understanding of our operations in a very short time, and is able to recognize the areas where her expertise is the most useful.  As time goes by, the advantages of having Jill continues to increase.  I once again applaud the decision that allowed us to have Jill as our liaison during this period.


One aspect that continues to be a huge payoff is the understanding of current cultural practices that Jill continues to develop with myself and my colleagues.  Since the mitigation techniques we employ may directly affect cultural practices, they could in turn directly affect the viability of the use itself.  It is often difficult to fully understand today's agricultural practices when our access to this information may be limited and/or outdated.  The reality that Jill brings to the table often results in new or different solutions to address a risk, and emphasis has been placed to think creatively in risk management decisions to incorporate this new knowledge.  The goal has always been to mitigate risks while still allowing the most flexibility in the registered use, and I believe that this knowledge has impacted recent new chemical and new use decisions in a very positive manner.  I can think of several specific examples of this, but will not go into detail here.  (To reiterate from previous discussions, Jill does not offer advice on or propose any specific decisions or direction, but rather provides us with reliable information with which we are able to make better, more informed decisions).


Related to this is the information Jill regularly supplies regarding changing grower needs and the significance of changing technology.  Providing a link between EPA and the growers is very helpful in prioritizing our workplan.  The significance of changing technology is still something that she and I are working on, but it is my belief that the Agency's assumptions on risks associated with workers and non-target organisms may not reflect current technology.  As technology advances, application becomes more precise and controlled, limiting unintended exposures to an increasing degree.  If we are able to consider improved application technology, I think that the level of risk that is assumed may potentially lessen, or possibly provide reduced mitigation when certain equipment is used.  This is still a work in progress, but there is great potential, and Jill is a wonderful resource in this endeavor.


The educational opportunities that Jill has arranged and provided have afforded additional benefits in these areas as well.  A presentation on nozzle technology, dealing with advances that are being developed and the advantages in limiting pesticide exposure that they promise, is perfectly directed at the possibility of revising exposure estimates some day.  Jill's own presentation regarding the challenges and pressures experienced in growing minor crops, such as peppers in New Mexico, continue to reassert the need for special considerations in certain areas of agriculture.  Another presentation that Jill arranged provided outstanding information to help determine the current scope of the weed resistance problem in the U.S.  These events are widely attended and very well received by EPA scientists and risk managers.


Speaking of weed resistance, Jill has been an outstanding resource in connection with our newly formed resistance management workgroup.  As I'm sure you are aware, this workgroup has been initiated to address the growing concerns regarding resistance to pesticides that are being experienced with herbicides, insecticides, and fungicides.  This workgroup is working to solicit collaboration from multiple stakeholders, and Jill's contacts and expertise are invaluable in this regard.  With Jill's involvement (especially in recognizing and approaching expert individuals and groups in this area, and in her ability to communicate with a diverse group), I am confident that such collaboration will be formed and lead to the development of a program that will focus on the big picture, suggest appropriate measures, and minimize controversy to the extent feasible.


Jill has been part of, and in some cases responsible for, very important field trips to address highly pertinent issues.  A very notable example is the work that she did to put together a unique trip to New Mexico, providing EPA personnel from both Office of Pesticide Programs and Office of Water a rare opportunity to experience challenges by the growers in person.  This trip studied pesticide applications in less visible fields, such as rangelands and minor use crops, and provided insight on the needs, requirements, and challenges.  A very important aspect of the trip involved the study of irrigation and riparian issues, and the need for control of aquatic weeds to allow agriculture to exist in areas such as southern New Mexico.  As EPA's OPP and OW continue to collaborate on the NPDES requirements, these trips allow information and knowledge that may not otherwise be readily apparent, and contributes to a better understanding of the situation before the relevant decisions are made.  In addition, this trip provided additional state regulatory and university contacts representing expertise in a variety of fields.


As Jill's familiarity with OPP increases, so does her effectiveness in working with EPA colleagues.  Due to the success of the program, additional liaisons are being piloted to address insecticide and fungicide issues.  Jill has been an extraordinary help in introducing these individuals to the Program.  Since the daily pace in OPP can (and will) prevent us from spending as much time as we would like to educate people new to or unfamiliar with the Program, Jill has taken it on herself to help them acclimate to the OPP environment.  This provides them with an enormous head start, by far surpassing what Jill herself was offered in the way of an introduction when she was new.  I find this resource particularly advantageous.  Not only does Jill teach at a very appropriate level (being familiar with the challenges of learning it all herself), but we have the task handled without any expense on our part. Anecdotally, Meredith Laws, who is currently acting chief of the


Herbicide Branch, has remarked on several occasions how Jill's introductory talk with her on herbicides made a huge impact on her understanding of basic weed science.


These are the most immediate thoughts that come to my mind, and I hope that they are helpful.  I continue to be encouraged at the growth and the potential of the liaison position, and am grateful that I have continued access to a colleague as remarkable as Jill.  Again, I reiterate my strongest support for the WSSA liaison position.


I'd be happy to discuss these and/or additional thoughts further if you'd like.


Sincerely,


Dan


Daniel Kenny


Acting Chief, Technical Review Branch


Registration Division (7505P)


Office of Pesticide Programs


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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— PUBLISHING SERVICES

2011 Summary Report on Publishing Activities for
Weed Science, Weed Technology and
Invasive Plant Science and Management

We are pleased to provide you with the following recap of our activities during
the fifth year of cooperative publishing as well as an overview of some of our
plans for 201 1.

Karen Ridgway, Publisher
Daniela Bone, Publishing Coordinator

2010 was filled with economic challenges for scientific journals. Library budgets have
continued to be cut or curtailed. The impact is reflected in the downward trend of
institutional subscriptions.

2010 Publishing Activities

The following is based on the most recent financial information. Remember that the
2010 financials won’t be finalized until early April, so the 2010 numbers include
projections.

Overall, Weed Science, Weed Technology and Invasive Plant Science and Management have
performed as we expected.

For several years, we have predicted that institutional subscription revenue would
decrease, based on industry trends. Through careful management, we have maintained
or increased subscription revenue despite the decrease in total numbers of institutional
subscribers.

The following sections primarily show activities and results for Weed Science and Weed
Technology. A separate section on Invasive Plant Science and Management begins on p. 9.
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Institutional Subscriptions
As you can see in the following chart, the total number of subscribers to Weed Science
and Weed Technology has decreased each year since 2006.
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Our 201 | subscription renewals are slower than last year. Fewer than half of the 2010
subscribers have renewed, but we know that institutions and their agents are delaying
payments for as long as possible.

Online Usage

The rapid growth of mobile technology makes it increasingly important to expand the
digital availability of our content so that it can be accessed via a wide variety of mobile
devices. We constantly monitor the marketplace and make changes as needed to insure
the journal content is discoverable and easy to use.

In August, 2010, we launched the new journal site based on the Pinnacle platform. Thus
far, we have received few comments on the functionality, even though there are many
enhanced features.

We now have access to new sophisticated tools for analyzing site usage. However,
because of the change in platforms, the items that are counted, and how they are
counted, are very different between the old and new sites. Such things as site hits and
downloads vary significantly between the platforms. Therefore, we are establishing all
new baselines for future comparisons.

Over the past 5 months, we have made the following observations: In 2010 from
August to December, we experienced the heaviest online use in November, with 36% of
the visits occurring in that month. After the initial flurry of activity when we announced

the launch of the platform, Monday has been the busiest day of the week, on average.

Site visits came from 158 countries, with the top ten shown in the chart below.
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Site Visits by Top 10 Countries
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Top 10 Most Highly Cited Articles
Articles Most Frequently Accessed Online, 2010

Journal

WS

WS

IPSM

IPSM

WS

WT

WS

WS

WS

WS

Title

The Herbicide Saflufenacil (Kixor™) is a New Inhibitor of
Protoporphyrinogen IX Oxidase Activity

Evolution of Weediness and Invasiveness: Charting the
Course for Weed Genomics

Invasive Grasses Increase Nitrogen Availability in California
Grassland Soils

Lesser Celandine (Ranunculus ficaria): A Threat to Woodland
Habitats in the Northern U. S. and Southern Canada
Vapor Movement of Synthetic Auxin Herbicides:
Aminocyclopyrachlor, Aminocyclopyrachlor-Methyl Ester,
Dicamba, and Aminopyralid

Effect of Nitrogen Addition and Weed Interference on Soil
Nitrogen and Corn Nitrogen Nutrition

Loss of Glyphosate Efficacy: A Changing VWeed Spectrum in
Georgia Cotton

Absorption and Translocation of Aminocyclopyrachlor and
Aminocyclopyrachlor-Methyl Ester in Canada Thistle
(Cirsium arvense)

The Allelopathic Potential of Kudzu (Pueraria montana)
Manipulating Crop Row Orientation to Suppress Weeds and
Increase Crop Yield

Vol.

58

57

58

24

58

58

58

58

Issue

No.

Articles Most Frequently Accessed Online over 5 Years, 2006-2010

Hits Authors

1220 | Grossmann et al.
823 | Stewart et al.
385 | Parker & Schimel

314 | Axtell et al.

265 | Strachan et al.

229 | Lindquist et al.
Webster &
207 | Sosnoskie

204 | Bukun et al.
182 | Rashid et al.

180 | Borger et al.

Journal
IPSM
IPSM

WS

IPSM

WS

WS

WS

WT

IPSM

IPSM

Title Vol.

Ecological Genetics of Plant Invasion: What Do We
Know!?

Common Reed (Phragmites Australis) Response to
Mowing and Herbicide Application

Evolution of Weediness and Invasiveness: Charting the
Course for Weed Genomics

The Invasive Species Assessment Protocol: A Tool for
Creating Regional and National Lists of Invasive
Nonnative Plants That Negatively Impact Biodiversity
Iron antagonism of MSMA herbicide applied to
bermudagrass: characterization of the Fe2-MAA
complexation reaction

The Herbicide Saflufenacil (Kixor™) is a New Inhibitor
of Protoporphyrinogen IX Oxidase Activity
Morphological traits and molecular markers for
classification of Echinochloa species from lItalian rice
fields

The Role of Alien and Native Weeds in the
Deterioration of Archaeological Remains in Italy
Medusahead (Taeniatherum Caput-medusae)
Outperforms Squirreltail (Elymus Elymoides) Through
Interference and Growth Rate

The Estes Valley, Colorado: A Case Study of a Weed
Management Area
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57

54

58

54

No.

Issue Hits

2252

1720

1685

1601

1562

1220

1178

1048

955

Authors
Ward et al.
Derr

Stewart et al.

Randall et al.

Massey et al.

Grossmann et al.

Tabacchi et al.

Celesti-Grapow & Blasi

Young & Mangold

Gunderson-lzurieta et al.






Impact Factors

In February, 2010, we formally applied to have Invasive Plant Science and Management
included in the Web of Science, the first step toward getting an Impact Factor for this

journal. We haven’t been notified about whether the journal has been accepted.

For 2009 (the most recent year that data are available), Weed Tech had an impact factor
of 0.749, which is down slightly from 0.854 in 2008. Weed Science’s impact factor, 1.451,
was also down slightly from 1.631 in 2008.

WS and WT Impact Factor
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Following is a comparison of impact factors for Weed Tech and Weed Science with other

journals with similar subject matter:

IMPACT FACTOR

Journal 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004
Plant and Soil 2517 1.998 1.821 1.495 1.703 1.542
Plant Pathology 2.368 1.820 2.012 2.198 1.718 |.467
Field Crops Research 2.336 2.032 |.664 1.634 1.241 1.243
Pest Management Science 2.190 2.040 1.867 1.428 1.175 1.184
Weed Research 2.033 1.793 1.352 1.705 1.670 1.265
Crop Science 1.735 1.325 [.151 [.153 0.925 0.958
Restoration Ecology 1.665 1.892 1.928 1.612 1.380 1.177
Plant Ecology 1.567 1.730 1.239 1.383 1.011 1.275
Weed Science 1.451 1.631 1.299 1.476 1.536 1.292
Crop Protection 1.331 1.201 1.129 1.199 1.054 0.087
Rangeland Ecology & Mgmt 0.921 1.107 0.930 0.652 n/a n/a
Weed Technology 0.749 0.854 0.858 0.626 0.749 0.904
Weed Biology and Management 0.743 0.690 0.382 n/a
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Spanish Abstracts

We introduced Spanish abstracts in the first 2010 issue of Weed Technology. We
received a number of comments about the quality of the translations for the first issue
and worked with our contractor to improve them. Since then, we added additional
weed scientists to help review the translations for accuracy. With this change, the
translations are better and we are back on schedule. We have not heard any comments
or complaints about the abstracts in subsequent issues of the journal.

Manuscript Submissions
We continue to monitor the manuscript submissions for all 3 WSSA journals. The
following shows the number of submissions since 2006.
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As you can see, submissions for WT have been trending downward but made an
upswing in 2010. We will continue to invite and encourage submissions for all 3
journals.

Number of Pages

For the past few years, we have experienced a downward trend in the number of pages
published in WT and WS. This year, the number of pages printed in Weed Science
increased slightly, as did the number of pages in IPSM. The following chart shows the
number of pages used in 2010.
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Number of Pages Published in WSSA Journals

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Ews BWT OIPSM

IPSM
In 2010, we had 79 nhon-member subscribers: 41 individual subscribers, 23 institutional

subscribers and |15 complimentary subscriptions. This is a 15% increase in institutional
subscribers compared to 2009, but it is a decrease of 7 individual subscribers. To date,
one lapsed individual subscriber is a WSSA member-.

The following graph shows the number of subscriptions for IPSM:
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Early Copyedit Workflow
Early in 2009, we changed IPSM to an Early Copyedit workflow. We are now in the
process of changing both Weed Technology and Weed Science to the same workflow
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because it decreases the number of author changes in the proofs and increases the
amount of time we have to prepare the Spanish abstracts. Since moving to this
workflow, the average number of corrections per issue dropped significantly for IPSM.

2010 Marketing Activities

Conference Promotions

Allen Press represented WSSA journals at a variety of conferences throughout 2010 as
part of our efforts to increase visibility and subscriptions. In addition, we took or sent
samples of IPSM to a variety of regional meetings such as:

Mar 8-11 WSWS | Waikoloa, HI

Mar 22-27 N American Wildlife & Natural Resources Conference | Milwaukee, WI
Mar 28-31 Western Aquatic Plant Mgmt | Seattle, WA

April 5-8 FL EPPC, Crystal River, FL

May 3-6 UF Aquatic Weed Short Course | Coral Springs, FL

May 11-13 SE-EPPC & SER | Chattanooga, TN

May 31-June 4 Weeds Across Borders | Shepherdstown, WV

July 1'1-14 Aquatic Plant Mgmt Soc | Bonita Springs, FL

July 19-23 XXVII Brazilian Weed Science Society Congress

July 31-Aug 4 Botany 2010

Aug -6 Ecological Soc of Amer | Pittsburgh, PA

Aug 2-6 Invasive plants conference | Trabzon, Turkey

Aug 8-11 Second Pan American Congress on Plants and BioEnergy

Sao Paulo, Brazil

Aug 29 — Sept 2

Internat’| Aquatic IS Conference | San Diego, CA

Sept 27-30 NAWMA | Pueblo, CO

Oct 5-8 Native Grass Symposium (Wildlife Soc) | Knoxville, TN

Oct 14-16 Cal-IPC | Ventura, CA

Oct 26-29 Natural Areas Assoc Conference | Osage Beach, MO

Nov. 8-10 Minnesota-Wisconsin Invasive Species Conference | St. Paul, MN
Nov 16-18 Canadian WSS | Regina, Sask.

Dec 13-16 NCWSS | Lexington, KY

For these meetings we sent copies of the journal, flyers with information about
subscribing, promotional postcards and pens or other giveaways.

Subscriber Campaigns

We promoted the journals with various campaigns to encourage new subscribers as
well as contacting lapsed subscribers. During the year, we invited lapsed subscribers to
renew their subscriptions at a discounted rate. This campaign led to 4 renewals for
Weed Tech and 3 for Weed Science.

Press Releases
During 2010, we issued press releases for all issues of the 3 journals.

Special Publications

During 2010, we created ads and posters to promote the WSSA special publications. In
addition, we explored options to digitize the Herbicide Handbook.
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Looking Ahead: 201 |

Library budget shortfalls are expected to be as big or bigger in 201 | compared to 2010.
Many libraries face stagnant or reduced operating and materials budgets. In addition, the
federal stimulus funds are ending, which will contribute to the financial woes of
university libraries. We expect state revenues to take another 2 years to recover.

For some time now, we have known that increasing the price of subscriptions is not an
effective long term solution for revenue generation. For 201 |, we limited subscription
price increases to 3% and have taken several steps to help support other revenue
generating activities:
® Pay-per-view: Many institutions are moving away from subscription based access
to a user-driven acquisition model, which means a library might decide not to
subscribe to a journal unless the pay-per-view cost exceeds the amount of a
subscription. Knowing this, we will market pay-per-view to libraries that don’t
have a subscription.
e We are adjusting the formatting of the journal content so it can be delivered to a
variety of mobile devices.
® We are working with international sales agents to widen distribution and
increase sales abroad through multi-site licenses and selling subscriptions to
multi-institution consortia.

In 2011, we will continue to focus part of our marketing on responding to the needs of
existing subscribers, as well as finding new subscribers.

We are developing a list of non-traditional libraries, such as those based at
corporations, government agencies and NGOs. We plan a 2-pronged program targeting
this group. In one campaign, we will promote all 3 WSSA journals. In another, we will
send sample copies of IPSM with a free-trial offer.

For IPSM, we are using the “Interpretive Summaries” to promote the journal content.

® We are tagging the Interpretive Summaries so that they will show up with the
metadata (key information from each article that usually includes the title,
author(s), abstract and key words). We hope that making the Summaries more
discoverable will increase their use and drive traffic to the IPSM journal content.

® We are going to create an ad that will appear on the journal site that will say
“To learn more about managing invasive plants, click here” and will take users to
a static page that contains all the Summaries from each issue.

We will also continue to distribute press releases and to promote WSSA journals at
many meetings and conferences throughout the year.

We have added new marketing collateral such as pens, posters, etc. that will be used to
promote the journals at meetings and conferences.
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Hello all,

 

This is an email to update President, President Elect, and WSSA representative for each of the North Central, Northeastern, Southern, and Western Weed Science Societies know about recent developments on a project called WeedImages.  

 

For those of you not aware of the project, last year WSSA agreed to working with The Center for Invasive Species & Ecosystem Health or Bugwood Network to launch www.WeedImages.org.  That proposal included the following:

         WSSA would create a working group to help develop WeedImages.org.  (Identify target audiences, determine relevant content, provide feedback on site design (eg. look/feel/operation))

         WSSA would endorse the site.  No funding was involved; we wanted to be able to add the WSSA logo to the site as credit for their help in the development

         The site and the WSSA endorsement would be used as leverage in future grant opportunities.

 

Over the past year, we have developed the site and we are preparing for the official launch at WSSA this year.  (4:20 Thursday February 10th; “WeedImages.org: An Easy Way to Share Images, Maps and Information”)

 

In the coming year, we will begin looking at ways to improve the site including:

         Improving the collection of images to illustrate every weed on the WSSA Weed list.  We currently have at least one image of 1,736 of the 2,734 species on that list.  Ideally, we would want images to show every life stage and infestations in every commodity/environment that the weed is found.

         Improving the collection of images showing herbicide symptoms.  I would like to eventually see this cover not only herbicide symptoms on weeds but also non-target plants.  

         Improving the collection of images showing weed management practices.  Ideally, this would include all management practices in every commodity or environment that the practice is used in.  

         Expansion of the Most Troublesome and Most Common Weed Lists.  These lists have been produced in the Southern Region for a long time with the hopes of identifying shifts in the key weeds for a commodity as the way the crop is grown changes.  The changes in how the crop is grown may be due to a variety of factors such as new crop varieties, advances in technology, or the introduction of new weed species.  There has also been discussion of using this ranking as a component in a “Weed Importance Factor” which would take into account a number of variables such as the value of the crop, acreage of the crop, cost of control, potential for yield loss, etc.  This could then be used as additional justification for research to better manage certain weeds.  If nothing else, it may start some interesting dialogue regarding the importance of various weed species.

         Improvement of the distribution information for weed species.  We have been working with a wide variety of partners to pull together different set of distribution data for weed species.  Comparisons between extension agent accounts, the Most Troublesome/Most Common Weed list in the South, and other expert opinion tells us that these maps are not complete.  (ex. Purple Nutsedge -  http://www.weedimages.org/browse/subinfo.cfm?sub=5506).  We’d like to find out what other data sources exist, and see what can be done to improve this information.

 

In all of these endeavors, we are looking for partners.  The data systems that drive the image sites, create the maps and allow users to upload images or distribution information and edit weed lists are available.  We are willing to help pursue funding to allow partners to create the content that is needed to improve the resources and allow us to work with them to host that content.  The partners retain full ownership of the content they create; however, they do agree to allow use in other non-commercial, educational projects.  If there is ever a commercial request for ANY content, it is forwarded back to the partner/copyright holder for them to deal with as they see fit.  If a partner ever asked us to remove their content, we would do so.

 

If you know of anyone in your region that would be interested in working on any part of this effort or have ideas about other enhancements that you’d like to see, please let us know.  We realize that there are probably few people who are interested in all aspects of this work but we believe that through many groups working together, we can help to improve this resource for all audiences interested in Weed Science.

 

Thanks,

 

Joseph LaForest

Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health (Bugwood Network)

University of Georgia

4601 Research Way

Tifton, GA 31793

ph  229.386.3298

The Bugwood Image Database! 

The Bugwood Wiki! 

The Bugwood Blog! 

My Author Profile on Bugwood.

Now on Facebook! 

On Windows Messenger as laforest@uga.edu





Joseph LaForest

Center for Invasive Species 

and Ecosystem Health 

(Bugwood Network)

University of Georgia

ph  229.386.3298
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Invasive Species (IS) Advocacy 2011
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The Invasive Species Asks:

Over five years, Federal land management agencies shall increase their on-the-ground control obligation by five-fold and decrease current infested acres by 25%



2. Federal agencies shall provide a state pass through fund assessed at 25 cents on each state’s federally managed acre. A State entity shall submit a request for this critical pool of money based upon a consistent set of criteria with a measurable control strategy to reduce current infestation levels or stop new invasions on any land in the state.  Federal funds may be passed to the Governor annually.  70% of the funds shall be utilized for on-the-ground control to control taxa prioritized by the state.  Money may be appropriated directly to state IS programs in order to maximize impact and avoid costly overhead.

 

3. To stop the conduit for invasive species spread, the FHA should authorize a line item at $150 per state center line mile of highway.  Annual funds shall pass to each state DOT Maintenance Section to improve control, stop introductions and/or educate the public to invasive harm.







 



*
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The Invasive Species Ask:

Each state should develop and implement an invasive species plan and law to receive and manage invasive species funding with control tactics equivalent to Washington or Idaho laws.





5.   States are encouraged to work in regional and national concert to educate the public through television and social media methods in metro areas.  To reduce redundancy, all natural resource management agencies, state/local government, universities, nonprofit organizations, industry, and the private sector should collaborate to form partnerships to protect land and water assets and resources.



*











*

Key Agencies Assessed







Roughly 50M (8%) acres are infested of 650M acres federally managed. 

		 Treatments are at an average cost of $113 per acre. 

		 Of the total $1.2B federal budget, ~7.5% goes to an invasive species effort.





Pointedly, infested acres outpace the control effort by 4.5M acres annually. 

		 Reflective of terrestrial infestations. 



		AGENCY		Infested Acres		% Rate of Spread		IPM Treated & restored		Net  Acres Gain/Loss of Infested		State Pass Thru Funding		   FY09 IPM             Budget		% Increase needed

		USFS		7,000,000		12%		390,000		+ 450,000		$4,000,000		  $75,000,000		 700%

		APHIS		81,709		20%		27,805		- 11,463		$159,000		    $10,350,000		200%   

		BLM 		35,000,000		12%		375,000		+ 3,825,000		$8,000,000		    $8,706,000		200%   

		NPS 		2,600,000		12%		66,000		+ 246,000		0		  $40,500,000		120%   

		Refuges		2,300,000		12%		345,000		- 69,000		0		  $15,300,000		200%     

		DOD 		2,500,000		12%		200,000		+ 100,000		0		    $10,000,000		400%   



		Totals		49,481,709		13%		1,403,805		+ 4,539,537		$12,159,000
		 $159,856,000		303%
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HHC’s Collaboration Path:

		Western Governors’ Association Policy Resolution 



     10-4





		National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA)







		Numerous visits to DC
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HHC Advocacy Week

Washington DC

Hotel Palomer

	

March 14-18, 2011



	





 HHC Contact Information

	Tracee Bentley         Executive Director

	 Tracee.Bentley@healthyhabitatscoalition.com

	 www.nawma.org

	www.healthyhabitatscoalition.com

	





	



*
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COALITION
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2010 WSSA Committee Progress Report


February 2011

Committee Code and Name:     S-71 Herbicide Resistance Education

Committee Chair:  David Shaw 

Committee Members, 2010: Greg MacDonald, Wes Everman, Mike Owen, John Soteres, Jill Schroeder, Sarah Ward, William Vencill

Board Coordinator:  John Jachetta

Committee Members Rotating Off:           Appropriate Replacements:        


2010 Summary of Activities:

· See attached.

2011 Plan for Committee Activities

· See attached. 

Recommendations for Board/Society Action:   

· See attached.


Herbicide Resistance Education Committee


Weed Science Society of America


This committee is developing a comprehensive education strategy on herbicide resistance.  The primary goal is to have WSSA seen as the go-to organization for science-based information on herbicide resistant weeds.


A critical element of the committee’s activities will be the development of the report, funded by USDA-APHIS, entitled “Herbicide-Resistant Weeds Management Report”.  In part the justification for this report notes that “there exists a need for a systematic understanding of the most contemporary publically available information on the extent to which weed resistance management programs are being utilized in various managed ecosystems and an understanding of how successful they are at achieving their goals.”


The sections of the report will include:


· Introduction


· Most effective best management practices (BMPs) for managing the development and spread of herbicide resistance in weeds


· Degree of adoption of these BMPs


· Factors impacting adoption, or the lack thereof


· Recommendations for how to increase adoption


A writing team has been developed and includes Ted Webster, Mike Barrett, Bill Witt, Nilda Burgos, Bob Nichols, Steve Powles, Rick Llewellyn, Jason Norsworthy, Sarah Ward, and David Shaw.  The writing team has met in Memphis, held telecons, and is working toward report completion by mid-2011; sooner if possible.  


A wide range of materials are planned for development and posting on the WSSA website.  These will include:


· Training modules – particularly videos

· Certified Crop Advisors program


· Grower organizations


· Extension specialists


· Fact sheets


· Powerpoint presentations


A sub-committee has been established to begin developing the training modules.  The National Cotton Council and the National Corn Growers Association have pledged to provide materials from previous modules they have sponsored, and have also offered to support revisions or development of new modules.


Materials will be developed in a wide range of formats, and will be at a number of levels, including:


· Foundational information


· Region-specific


· Commodity-specific


· Weed-specific


Organizations engaged to this point include:


· National Research Council


· National Cotton Council


· National Corn Growers Association


· American Soybean Association


· National Association of Conservation Districts


· Herbicide Resistance Action Committee


· CropLife America


· USDA-APHIS


· USDA-NRCS


· USDA-NIFA


· EPA


Other organizations will be contacted as they are identified and at the appropriate time.  In particular, NRC has suggested involvement of key environmental NGOs.  Others have suggested crop consulting organizations, and American Farm Bureau.  NRC also suggested that we engage the USDA-Economic Research Service, since so much of adoption is tied to economic viability.  David Shaw and Mike Owen have met with ERS, and have received a commitment for assistance in economic analyses and report development.

Plans are being initiated to have a national symposium that is a roll-out for the APHIS report, as well as a demonstration of the materials developed at the WSSA website.  NRC has invited us to hold the symposium at the National Academy of Science in Washington, DC.  Plans are coming together for this to occur in March 2011.

In addition to funding from the USDA-APHIS grant, HRAC and the commodity organizations have indicated funding is available to support these efforts.
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Sub-Committee of S-71 Committee

John Soteres		Monsanto

Lynn Ingegneri		(Consultant)

Les Glasgow			Syngenta

Wes Everman		Michigan State University

Jill Schroeder		New Mexico State University

David Shaw			Mississippi State University

Jeff Stachler			North Dakota State Univ.

François Tardif		University of Guelph







Background

Resistance to herbicides is an increasing problem



Confusion among public and farming community about

Causes

Impacts

Management

Information sources


Need to provide enhanced educational tools for those who make decisions on herbicide use

Crop advisors are key audience



Benefit to documenting training from a regulatory perspective


Benefit to have unified message and facilitate delivery of information:

Crop groups (NCGA, NCC, ASA, etc.) internet based training modules (2004)

University websites

CropLife and other groups are developing training materials

Resistance is a world wide issue with training needs in all countries.
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Goals

Increase the level of understanding of herbicide resistance  with a focus on advisors and agronomists
 

Promote consistent messages  to growers


Establish WSSA as the central SOURCE of basic information and educational material 
      

Expand options to include resistance training into CCA programs
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Subjects Covered in WSSA Modules

Covered

Not-covered





What was our scope
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#2&3 Basic Information 





# 5 Basic Management Options





Specific Management Practice and Products to use





#4 Field Identification





#1 Why it is important



























Process

Conference calls started in July, at first monthly then weekly, followed by a Oct meeting in Greensboro

Starting point was NCGA training modules


Sub-committee developed content

Slides (section leads)

Narrative (Lynn Ingegneri)


Peer review of modules currently underway


Formatting, computer-based module development  provided by Syngenta and Monsanto contractors

Funding from WSSA and HRAC
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Distribution and Maintenance

Training modules will be available as:

 Powerpoint slide sets

Computer-based-training modules (will include quiz)



Available for use by all WSSA members and others who request them

Powerpoint slides available on WSSA website

PDF available to all (??)

Powerpoint sides upon request (??)

CBTs provided upon request


WSSA will maintain/update these materials as appropriate

Proposal for current committee to remain in operation through 2011…E 12 Committee to take over thereafter







Timelines

Version 1 available March/April 2011 for broad beta-testing

Post PDF version on WSSA website (available to all WSSA members)

Set up system to collect comments and suggested changes

Send CBT to Crop Groups to test with growers and retailers



Version 2 available June/July 2011

Distribute as indicated on previous slide 

Make available internationally



Version 3 (if needed) available Feb 2012



Yearly review and revising, as needed, thereafter









First –tier Reviewers

Mike Owen, Iowa

Aaron Hager, Illinois

Carol Mallory-Smith, Oregon

Brad Hanson, California

Alan York, North Carolina

Mark Van Gessel, Delaware

Hugh Beckie, Canada 



Global HRAC

S-71 Committee









Modules

Information divided in 5 sets:

Introduction

How do herbicides work and what is herbicide mode of action ?

What is herbicide resistance?

Do I have resistant weeds?

How do I manage the development of herbicide resistant weeds?

Conservation Tillage Version

















Conservation Tillage Version

Purpose:

Use in NRCS and NACD agronomist and grower meetings

Process:

Develop ~20-slide set based on the WSSA modules with emphasis on conservation tillage

Timelines:

 Draft developed and reviewed in Nov.

Version 1 complete in March/April

Team:

J. Soteres, J. Schroeder, N. Widman, K. Smith, S. Culpepper 





Outcome

Increase awareness of causes and management options for resistance with the objective to promote change in grower practices

Improved risk management 

Benefits for growers, advisors, retailers and manufacturers

Unified message, with WSSA as the source for resistance information







.Slide 13: added retailers

12



image1.png









Herbicide Resistance

Education and Training
Modules Sponsored by WSSA






image15.emf
E13- Public  Awareness Committee_2011.doc


E13- Public Awareness Committee_2011.doc


2010 WSSA Committee Report to Members

Summary for 2010 and Action Plan for 2011

Committee Code and Name:  E13 – Public Awareness Committee    

Committee Chair:  Janis McFarland; Members, 2010: John Jachetta (WSSA), Joyce Lancaster (ex-officio), Anne Légère (CWSS), Dwight Lingenfelter (NEWSS), Greg MacDonald (SWSS), Don Morishita (WSSA), Jesse Richardson (WSWS), Judy Shearer (APMS), Carol Somody (WSSA), Sarah True (WSSA/Graduate Student Representative), Lee Van Wychen (ex-officio), Bryan Young (NCWSS)

Board Coordinator:  John Jachetta

Committee Members Rotating Off, Feb. 2011:       Appropriate Replacements, Feb. 2011:        


NA






 NA











  

2010 Summary of Activities


What were the committee’s goals for 2010?   Increase public awareness of weeds, their impact, and management through press releases and website information.  Increase awareness of weed science as a career.

List the committee’s accomplishments in 2010: 1) Prepared and distributed 12 press releases. 2) Continued to utilize Master Media Lists using Cision and MediaAtlas and segmented by coverage area, including gardening & horticulture, agribusiness, farming, environment, lawn care, etc.  Continued to complemented our current distribution (PR Web and 80 daily newspapers in key markets) to include trade publications, smaller daily and weekly newspapers, broadcast news outlets and online publications. 3) Developed videos which will be used to support the Careers Brochure, website and press releases. 4) Conducted Debunking Agricultural Myths Contest to stimulate ideas for website and press releases. 

Membership involvement (person-hours): 500+

What information was posted on the WSSA website? 12 press releases with links to associated photos.  Seventeen of more than seventy screened videos and six winning myths will be posted on the website in January, 2011.

How much funds were requested?  How much was spent?  The PA Committee received $18,000 from the Board for the activities of the Weed Science Subject Matter Liaison to the EPA and $19,000 to achieve public awareness goals.  A fund-raising letter and myth contest donations raised an additional $36,500 and $1000, respectively, for the committee’s public awareness activities.  Cost of the EPA Liaison was $11,001.97.  Public awareness activities cost $22,227 (hired communication expertise, press release distribution charges, WSSA Meeting booth expenses, and myth contest prizes).  Thus a total of $33,228.97 was spent for the EPA Liaison and for public awareness, using none of the Society’s funds.  A net profit of $3771.03 was returned for the Society’s use in 2011.   

What was the impact of the committee activities/accomplishments on the following: membership, publication, policy, legislation, and/or education?  The 12 press releases were accessed by various media and the public and featured on websites and in spinoff stories. Noteworthy were radio interviews with NPR and American Farm Country Radio and color spreads in Gardens West and Washington Gardener.  In addition, two “Science Matters” columns were contributed to Horticulture Magazine (circulation 157,688).  Confirmed full page reads for the 12 press releases ranged from 997 to 2505 each, while headline impressions on the Web ranged as high as 176,349. An agricultural trade publication and a garden magazine are now among our regular followers on Twitter.  


Examples of the many media contacting the PA Committee for further information and/or carrying WSSA PA Committee press release content in 2010 include: AboutWeeds.info; AG Exec; AG Professional; AgriMarketing; Agro News Update; AllVoices Global News; ABC online; AppleGrove.com; Arkansas AgFax; Arkansas Agricultural Experiment Station News; AskFamilys.com; ATTRA National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service; Barn OnAir and Online; Benzinga; BetaHealth Blog; Bismarck Farm & Ranch Guide; Bismarck Tribune; BNA; Bumpers College (Ark.); Center for Turf Grass Science; Connecticut Post; ContraCosta Times; Corn and Soybean Digest; Cornell University Extension; Earth Times; Eco Factory; Eldorado (Arkansas) News-Times; Encyclopedia.com; Enterprise Post; Environment News Service; Environment Press Release Junction; Environmental Protection Online; Farm and Ranch Guide; Farm Business Communications; Farm Futures; Farm Progress; Farmers Advance; Farmers and Planters; Farms.com; Fast News Track; Garden for Nutrition; Gardens West; Green Talk; Greenhouse Canada; Growing Produce; Hay and Forage; HerbalWeed.org; High Beam; High Plains Journal; Hobby Farms; Horticulture; ICanGarden.com; Illinois Agrinews; Indiana Prairie Farmer; i-Newswire; INHS Library News; Inside Bay Area; Pegasus Publications (producer of three garden publications and a radio show in Canada);  Invasive Vegetation Management Facebook Page; Iowa Farm Bureau Press; Iowa Farmer Today; IScanMyFood.com; Issue Wire.com; Karen Alley's Facebook Page (a garden editor); Lancaster Farming; Lawn and Garden Magic; Midwest Producer; Miller-McCune Magazine; MSU Spotlight; MWCA Library News; Naked News (Bloomberg); New Mexico State University News Center; News Guide; Northern Plains Sustainable Ag; No-Till Farmer; NPR "You Bet Your Garden"; Ohio Farmer; Penn State Live; Pennsylvania Farm Country Radio/American Farm Country Radio; PestHomeCom on Twitter; Philadelphia Examiner; Plant Management Network; Poisonous Plants; Pool and Yard Care; Precision Ag; Precision Pays; Red Orbit; Reference.com; Reno Gazette-Journal; Seed Quest; Seed Today; SeedQuest.com; Seeds; Sky Newswire; SouthernStates.com; SprayerGuide.com; StoptheWeeds.com; Street Insider; Sugar Producer; Texas Gardener; The Grower; Timber Frog.com; Topix.net; University of Arkansas newsletter; University of California ARN Employee Newsletter; University of California Cooperative Extension; University of Nevada News; USDA ARS Online; USDA National AgroForestry Center Online; Wallace's Farmer; Washington (D.C.) Gardener; Washington State University CAHNRS News; Western Farm Press; Wiki Answers; World News; World News blog; and Yahoo News.


The 2010 press releases addressed a wide range of topics that were of membership (M) interest, of educational (E) value to a wide audience, or were related to policy issues (P).  Many served more than one purpose.

		PLANT LIFE ON PANDORA (February 1, 2010)

		M

		E

		 



		WINNERS ANNOUNCED IN WEED SCIENCE SOCIETY OF AMERICA’S ANNUAL AWARDS PROGRAM (March 1, 2010)

		M

		

		 



		NEW APPLICATION TECHNOLOGIES KEEP HERBICIDES WHERE THEY BELONG (March 17, 2010)

		M

		E

		 



		WEEDS ACROSS BORDERS: CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF CROSS-COUNTRY COLLABORATION TO HALT THE SPREAD OF WEEDS (April 19, 2010)

		M 

		

		 P



		WSSA ISSUES STRONG APPEAL TO USDA FOR RESTORATION OF FUNDING FOR WEED SCIENCE (May 12, 2010)

		M

		

		 P



		THE BATTLE TO BUILD A SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL WORKFORCE (June 28, 2010)

		M

		E

		 



		THE DEADLY PROBLEM OF POISONOUS WEEDS (July 26, 2010)

		M

		E

		 



		NEW WEBSITE PROVIDES A CENTRAL RESOURCE FOR INFORMATION ON PESTICIDE STEWARDSHIP (August 11, 2010)

		M 

		E

		 



		51ST ANNUAL MEETING OF WSSA TO FOCUS ON LATEST IN WEED CONTROL RESEARCH AND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (September 28, 2010)

		M

		

		 



		SCIENTISTS PURSUE NEW SUSTAINABLE ALTERNATIVES FOR WEED CONTROL IN ORGANIC PRODUCTION SYSTEMS (October 19, 2010)

		M

		E

		



		CRANBERRY CROPS THRIVE WITH EFFECTIVE WEED CONTROL (November 2, 2010)

		M

		E 

		 



		50-YEAR WAR AGAINST WITCHWEED MAY BE NEARING ITS FINAL SKIRMISH (December 7, 2010)

		M

		E

		 





What is the current state of the committee’s projects and activities?  

The PA Committee is currently working on a press release related to no-till and preparing for student activities at the upcoming WSSA Meeting.

2011 Plan for Committee Activities

Goals for 2011:  

-Develop an outreach plan and materials, as prioritized by the Policy Board, for their use in increasing weed awareness with the new administration and other government officials.

-Develop an ambassador program utilizing WSSA committee members and experts from IPM Centers and Extension to enhance public awareness of weeds and to support our public outreach.

-Develop and implement a broader outreach strategy on promoting the topic of weeds through radio, TV, Web, UTube and magazines.

-Develop a Weed Fact Sheet for use in outreach. 

-Proposed press release topic areas include:


1) Allelopathic plants


2) Aquatic weed management


3) Carbon sequestration – the critical role of weed control

4) Challenges of non-chemical weed control

5) Characteristics of a good biofuel crop 


6) Critical role of weed control in sustainable agriculture

7) Economic benefits of weed control


8) Economic losses due to weeds 

9) Farm Bill impacts on weed research and management


10) Herbicide stewardship


11) Homeowner weed challenges


12) Human health issues/allergies


13) Invasive algae   

14) Invasive species impact on endangered species

15) Key weed science research grants 


16) Potential impacts of climate change on weed management


17) Protection of natural habitat/biodiversity

18) Research topics of interest from regional or national weed science meetings  

19) Tillage/carbon footprint


20) Tillage/erosion


21) Urban/school weed challenges 


22) Weed management in biofuel crop production


23) Weed resistance management


24) Weed Science and Weed Technology journal updates, in summary format


25) Weed seed banks


26) Weeds in wildflower mixes

27) Why Join the Weed Science Society of America

28) WSSA Academic Subject Matter Expert

29) WSSA and regional meetings – meeting details


30) WSSA award winners 

Plan of Action:  Promote student interest in weed science at upcoming WSSA meeting; conduct biweekly committee work teleconferences; solicit WSSA members to draft press releases; produce educational and other press releases.  More details are included in the Strategic Plan.

What is needed to further the goals of the committee/project?  Informative and timely press release topics and contact name(s) submitted on an ongoing basis by WSSA members.

Recommendations for Board/Society Action:   

Funds requested for 2011: $18,000 from the Board for the Weed Science Subject Matter Liaison to the EPA and $19,000 to achieve public awareness goals.  This represents a flat budget compared to 2010.  We will try to match the Board’s resources by raising funds through the sustaining members and will provide an update at the summer board meeting.

Other requests for the Board:  Assist the PA Committee by 1) soliciting ideas for raising awareness of weeds from the membership and committees, 2) identifying volunteers to draft press releases and other information, 3) sending a letter soliciting funds for public awareness outreach, and 4) further strengthening the interactions between the Public Awareness Committee and other WSSA committees, especially the Professional Development Committee, with the goal of engaging broader member participation, especially by students.      
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2010 WSSA Science Policy Committee Report


Summary for 2010 and Action Plan


Committee Code and Name:   (E2) Science Policy Committee (SPC)   

Committee Chair:  Donn Shilling

Board Coordinator:  John Jachetta (WSSA President)

Committee Members Rotating Off:  David Shaw Appropriate Replacements: John Jachetta       


Members:  APMS: President- Greg MacDonald, SPC Rep- Linda Nelson


NCWSS: President- Chris Boerboom, SPC Rep- Michael Horak

NEWSS:  President- Hilary Sandler, SPC Rep- Sean Askew

SWSS:   President- Tom Holt, SPC Rep: Jason Norsworthy

WSWS:  President: Jesse Richardson; SPC Rep: Pamela Hutchinson

WSSA: President - John Jachetta, Past President- David Shaw, Pres-elect- Mike Barrett, VP- Rod Lym, At-Large: Jill Schroeder; Janis McFarland; Harold Coble

2010 Summary of Activities


What were the committee’s goals for 2010? Select a new Chairman for the committee and develop a new funding formula to support the DSP.  Major initiatives included 1) Establishing a USDA AFRI foundational program for weed science; 2) Submitting comments to EPA on Spray Drift; 3) Providing input to EPA on their draft NPDES permits; 4) Work with APHIS/EPA on the two herbicide resistance white papers; 5) work with all stakeholders on developing a uniform herbicide resistance management strategy; 6) develop a new approach for National Invasive Species Awareness Week (NISAW); 7) Maintain input and interaction with the Public Awareness Committee; and 8) continue to provide weed science based information and resources to Federal agencies, Congress, and NGO’s- especially policy changes related to the 2012 Farm Bill.

List the committee’s accomplishments in 2010: A new chairman was selected.  The DSP met with numerous USDA staff and stakeholders about AFRI and coordinated the comments submitted the National and Regional Weed Science Societies. Written comments were submitted on behalf of the weed science societies for spray drift labeling changes and NPDES permit proposal language.  The first herbicide resistance white paper for APHIS still needs to get to the review stage.  The second paper on herbicide resistance management has been started and is chaired by David Shaw. NISAW is being planned for Feb. 28 to March 4, 2011.  The Healthy Habitats Coalition is coordinating a legislative fly-in during March 1-3.  The DSP is working with the National Invasive Species Council to coordinate other invasive weed education and awareness events during the week. The DSP provided information and contacts regarding weed science funding and herbicide resistance to news sources such as the Wall Street Journal, New York Times, Seed World Magazine, Iowa Farmer Today, Hobby Farm Home, and Western Farm Press. The DSP coordinated a Capitol Hill Seminar in conjunction with National CFAR and CropLife America titled “Solving Africa’s Weed Problem”, which was attended by 90 congressional staffers.  The DSP met with the new USDA Director of the Office of Pest Management Policy and other key weed science/pest management related personel to discuss a wide array of weed science issues, but especially those issues listed in items 1 through 6 above in the “goals section”.

What information was posted on the WSSA website? Reports were posted to the WSSA Website at http://www.wssa.net/WSSA/SciPolicy/SciPolicyReports.htm and provided to the regional and APMS newsletters.

Funds requested?  How much was spent? $5000 is the committee’s budget allocation. Approximately $500 was spent for Mike Barrett’s travel to DC for the USDA AFRI Stakeholders meeting.

2010 Plan for Committee Activities

Goals for 2010: Most activities are ongoing. However, in addition to the many DC related projects, we will be focused on working toward the implementation of a new funding formula for the DSP and improving communications.

Science Policy Committee Plan of Action: 

1) Provide continued direction for the DSP



2) Work to prioritize issues for the next 6 months leading up to the annual meeting



3) Continue work on pressing issues like herbicide resistance, federal funding for weed science, environmental policy changes, and invasive weeds



4) Continue work on an effective office environment for the DSP


5) Continue to facilitate developing linkages and coalition building by the DSP with other scientific, commodity and government groups


6) explore the possibilities of obtaining grants at the federal level to expand WSSA’s impact in Washington and to supplement funding for the DSP position.

Recommendations for Board/Society Action:  The Board needs to review Lee’s performance and decide on our commitment to him and any action on a salary adjustment. Evaluations from committee members will be forwarded to the Board and discussed. John Jachetta and I will work with Lee in identifying areas where job performance can be improved.  Time commitments should be evaluated. 

Funds Requested for 2011: Other than funds dedicated by WSSA, the Regionals, and APMS, WSSA has usually budgeted $5,000 for use by the DSP and the SPC for travel.  Other travel, including travel to annual meetings, other than to WSSA, is provided by the Regionals and/or APMS
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DIRECTOR OF SCIENCE POLICY REPORT

February 6, 2011.  Portland, Oregon

National Invasive Species Awareness Week – Feb. 28 – Mar. 4, 2011

I am excited that Lori Williams and the National Invasive Species Council (NISC) have taken the lead to organize the 2nd all taxa NISAW.  NISC was established by Executive Order 13112 to ensure that Federal programs and activities to prevent and control invasive species are coordinated, effective and efficient. NISC members are the Secretaries and Administrators of 13 federal departments and agencies to provide high-level coordination on invasive species. NISC is co-chaired by the Secretaries of Commerce, Agriculture, and the Interior.  This has provided a much more “cleaner” education and awareness event while allowing us access to federal dollars and resources previously unavailable.  

NISAW will kick off at the Department of the Interior on Monday morning.  As part of the NISAW week of events and held in conjunction with NC-FAR’s Hill Seminar Series, the WSSA is hosting Dr. Richard Mack from Washington State who will be giving a seminar at the House Ag Committee on Monday at 12 noon titled "Waging War on Invasive Plants:  Preventing  - Not just Controlling ¬ Rangeland Fires in the West". 

On Tuesday, there will be a full day State and Regional Invasive Species Workshop at the Dupont Hotel. The main objectives are to: 1) Provide opportunity for state officials, industry, NGO’s and federal officials to discuss specific invasive species issues and explore ways to overcome barriers to cooperation in preventing and controlling IS; 2) Explore ways to enhance state and regional coordination through communication, partnerships, sharing expertise and resources and setting state and regional priorities; and 3) Share success stories and best practices about invasive species projects and programs so that those models can be replicated across broader areas.


There are evening receptions at the National Aquarium at the Department of Commerce on Monday and at the US Botanic Gardens on Capitol Hill on Wednesday. Many thanks to Dow AgroSciences and Syngenta for sponsoring the US Botanic Garden Reception.  

There will be other invasive species groups in DC that week which have major events scheduled including the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies and the Great Lakes Coalition. On Thursday, there will be a USDA and ITAP invasive species programs at the Dupont Hotel and Friday will wrap up the week with planning for NISAW 2012.   www.NISAW.org 

USDA personnel changes

- Dr. Sheryl Kunickis took over as Director of the USDA Office of Pest Management Policy (OPMP) for Al Jennings.  OPMP was established in 1997 and is responsible for: (a) integrating USDA programs and strategic planning pertaining to pest management; (b) coordinating USDA’s role in the pesticide regulatory process and related interagency affairs, primarily with EPA; and (c) strengthening USDA's support for agriculture by helping to develop alternative pest management tools that may be needed as a result of regulatory change. 

- Dr. Catherine Wotecki became USDA’s Under Secretary for Research, Education and Economics and Chief Scientist.  She replaced Raj Shah who left for US-AID. She is a political appointee like Beachy, but her tenure is linked to the current Administration whereas Beachy is there for a 6 year appointment as Director of NIFA. Wotecki served as the first Under Secretary for Food Safety at USDA in the 1990’s and worked for two years in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy under Clinton.  From 2002-2005, Woteki was dean of agriculture and professor of human nutrition at Iowa State University, where she also was the head of the Agriculture Experiment Station.

USDA-NIFA funds Weed Science Research

Thank you to everyone for your help and support in this effort over the past year!  The AFRI Foundational Grant Program for “Plant Health and Production and Plant Products” will have four priority areas in 2011 where $23 million will be awarded.  The four areas are: 1) Biology of Agricultural Plants; 2) Understanding Plant-Associated Microorganisms; 3) Controlling Weedy and Invasive Plants; and 4) Insects and Nematodes.  Letter of Intent Deadline – March 16, 2011 (5:00 p.m. ET).  I expect that approximately $5 million will be available for “Controlling Weedy and Invasive Plants”, which will be led by USDA National Program Leader Dr. Michael Bowers, mbowers@nifa.usda.gov.  This priority area will support projects that focus on improving our understanding of relationships between agronomic practices and the evolution, spread, and subsequent dynamics of herbicide resistance based on an understanding of ecological fitness and gene flow in weed populations and use of ecological processes, including integrated pest management, to manage and control weedy and invasive species. Details:  http://www.nifa.usda.gov/funding/rfas/pdfs/11_afri_foundationaL_final_1-7-11.pdf   

2011 Federal Budget

Continuing resolution through March 4, 2011. House Republicans looking to cap the remainder of the FY 2011 budget at FY 2008 levels.  Double digit cuts for discretionary non-defense spending for USDA and EPA.  Currently Hatch Act went from $215M in 2010 to $317M in 2011. The large increase apparently accounts for “special grants” that were shifted out of another category.  Unsure how the proposed 2 yr earmark moratorium will play out that was proposed by Senate Approps Chair Inouye.  Smith Lever currently gets a $7 million increase from last year and NIFA gets a $6 million increase. Most other USDA programs currently funded at FY2010 levels, including CAR, RAMP, and Regional IPM.

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permits (NPDES)


Many thanks to Jill Schroeder for organizing an excellent tour in New Mexico to educate EPA staff on the proposed effects of implementing an NPDES permit system.  The WSSA wants to ensure that FIFRA remains the preeminent federal law for pesticide regulation that protects both people and the environment. The extensive research and science-based risk assessments required by FIFRA should not be jeopardized by political agendas or bad judges. EPA has until April 9, 2011 to implement an NPDES permit system for all pesticides applied in, over, or near water. The permits’ complex compliance requirements will impose tremendous new burdens on thousands of small businesses, farms, communities, counties, and state and federal agencies legally responsible for pest control, and exposing them to legal jeopardy through citizen suits over paperwork violations.  The permit includes unrealistic deadlines for state delegated implementation and compliance, and it has become abundantly clear that many states will not meet the court ordered implementation date of April 9, 2011.  Even at this late date, EPA has yet to release a final permit.  Moreover, pesticide users will not have time to fully understand or come into compliance with the permits by the deadline, thus increasing their liability even more. I am working with other coalitions such as CropLife America to ask Congress to take action before the permits become final. I will be circulating a letter to Congress for the National and Regional Weed Science Societies to endorse in the coming weeks. There will be a hearing conducted by the House Agriculture Committee on this issue in the near future.  I will discuss the Congressional outlook of a legislative fix.

Spray Drift Labeling.  

Last year EPA proposed new spray drift language for FIFRA labels which had many problems. Vague language such as “could cause” or “may cause” adverse effects does not belong on a pesticide label because it is not in accordance with the FIFRA risk-based standard of ‘no unreasonable adverse effects’.  I submitted comments on behalf of the WSSA, the American Phytopathological Society and the Entomology Society of America Plant-Insect Section in March.  EPA received over 35,000 comments on their proposed pesticide drift label changes and will be moving forward with their modified language in the next six months.  It is my understanding that they have addressed some of our concerns, but will be monitoring this closely.  We also organized a symposium on improvements in spray drift reduction technologies at both EPA and American Farm Bureau that was conducted by Bob Wolf from Kansas State. 

Herbicide Resistance Management Policy

WSSA members Bill Vencill, Carol Mallory-Smith, Bill Johnson, Nilda Burgos, Ted Webster, Bob Nichols, and John Soteres have been working on a “state of the science” review paper on the development of herbicide-resistant weeds and weed shifts that are linked to the introduction of GE herbicide-tolerant corn, soybeans, wheat, rice, cotton, alfalfa and switchgrass. The goal is publish the review paper via “open access” in Weed Science by Sept. 2010.

In October, Jill Schroeder, WSSA-EPA Liaison, helped coordinate a learning session on herbicide resistance management in Washington DC.  David Shaw, WSSA President, gave presentation to EPA-OPP and CropLife America in October that discussed results after 3rd year of 4-yr, 6 state study that showed that net returns on fields managed according to recommended best practices are equal to or greater than the returns on those where glyphosate is used alone.  WSSA recommendations include focused educational efforts that target all appropriate groups including media, growers, dealers/distributors, and consultants.  We need to convey a consistent, accurate message about managing herbicide resistance and it must be urgent.  Discussions about herbicide mode-of-action labeling is on the table with EPA.  DISCUSSION

2. APHIS and EPA funding for glyphosate resistance publications. I secured $93,000 from APHIS and EPA for weed scientists to write two “state of the science” review papers. The first is on the development of herbicide-resistant weeds and weed shifts that are linked to the introduction of GE herbicide-tolerant corn, soybeans, wheat, rice, cotton, alfalfa and switchgrass. The second is on herbicide resistance management strategies.  The goal is to publish both review papers via “open access” in Weed Science in the coming year.  


3. Common sense resistance management regulations.  EPA has decided, at the Director of the Office of Pesticide Programs (OPP) level that the Agency will become more greatly involved in resistance management especially for glyphosate.  The goal is to have mode of action labeling on all herbicide labels.  Herbicide resistance management will likely be my highest priority issue in the coming year. I am working closely with the WSSA special committee on Herbicide Resistance Education to move forward on several big events in Washington DC this year that will highlight the work of this committee and the National and Regional Weed Science Societies.  
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February 5, 2011

WSSA President’s Report:

I’m going to miss this job; I have to admit it, I’ve had a good time!  This year has gone so fast, it just seems like I’m just starting, but looking back I can see that we did get a lot done.  One of WSSA’s key strategic missions is to provide science-based information to the public and government policymakers while promoting research, education, and outreach activities.  I think that, by any measure, we’ve had the impact we intended.

When the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) released their 2010 Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) competitive grants program request for applications (RFAs) with little or no opportunity for Weed Science research, extension or education funding, we developed a fast-paced national advocacy program that sent our sonorous message of disappointment as clearly as possible.  Just a few weeks ago, we found that NIFA did hear us and has addressed our need by including a foundational grant program for “Controlling Weedy and Invasive Plants” in the upcoming 2011 AFRI RFA, stating that “Areas believed to have been under-represented in the FY 2010 RFAs, such as conventional plant and animal breeding, weed science, and food technology are more clearly offered in this FY 2011 RFA”.  

In further recognition of our discipline, NIFA stated the following as background under the Program Area Description for Plant Health and Production and Plant Products:


 Plant production and health plays a critical role in the sustainability and competitiveness of U.S. agriculture and, as a result, in the success and growth of the Nation’s economy. An increased understanding of plant biology from the genome to the systems level provides the foundation for development of plant varieties with increased yield, reduced production costs, enhanced quality, and new uses for food and industry. Similarly, the study of weedy plants and of insects and microbes associated with plants underpins the development of innovative approaches to increase effects of beneficial microbes and arthropods and to limit harmful effects of new or re-emerging pathogens, pests, and weeds. Herbicide-resistant weed species have become an increasing problem in many cropping systems due in large part to the widespread reliance on herbicides as a primary method of weed management. Increased knowledge of plant systems and the various factors that affect plant productivity will allow U.S. agriculture to face critical needs in areas such as bioenergy, climate change, loss of agricultural land, and increasing global competition.


The “Plant Health and Production and Plant Products” program will have $23 million in grant funding available in four priority areas in 2011.

The four areas are: 


1. Biology of Agricultural Plants


2. Understanding Plant-Associated Microorganisms


3. Controlling Weedy and Invasive Plants


4. Insects and Nematodes

The Program Area Contact is Michael Bowers.  This priority area will support projects that “focus on improving our understanding of relationships between agronomic practices and the evolution, spread, and subsequent dynamics of herbicide resistance based on an understanding of ecological fitness and gene flow in weed populations and use of ecological processes, including integrated pest management, to manage and control weedy and invasive species”.


I greatly appreciate the contribution of our Director of Science Policy and Executive Committee in reinstating NIFA Weed Science funding, the excellent support of our Public Awareness Committee in ramping up the volume, and especially, the collective voice of all the Regional Societies in committing to the message.  This advocacy effort went forward with clear discussions at NIFA and press releases that were widely cited in trade articles, newspapers and even radio talk shows.  This is a great example of how we can create change when we’re working together and speaking for the discipline as a Society with a single unified voice.  This effort highlights in the importance of all WSSA advocacy efforts in the areas important to our membership and science and we continue to develop WSSA’s credibility with policy and decision makers where it’s most important.  

This year, we created the special WSSA S-71 Herbicide Resistance Education Committee to address emerging issues on the topic.  Lead by David Shaw (Mississippi State University), this committee has made great progress in developing a comprehensive education strategy on herbicide resistance and, through a sub-committee lead by John Soteres (Monsanto), a set of training modules that can be used by Extension educators to bring the message forward.  This effort will effectively position WSSA as the go-to organization for science-based information on herbicide resistant weeds.   Additionally, we also completed the first of two review papers funded by APHIS and are making great progress on the second.

· The Influences of Herbicide-Resistant Crops on the Evolution of Herbicide-Resistant Weeds


· Bill Vencill, University of Georgia, Editor


· Completed and sent to APHIS


· Submitted for publication in Weed Science (open access)


· Herbicide-Resistant Weeds Management Report


· David Shaw, Mississippi State University, Editor


· Target date for completion is early to mid-2011


· Will also be published in Weed Science (open access)


In close communication with EPA through our WSSA-EPA Subject Matter Expert, Jill Schroeder (New Mexico State University), we have been steadily moving forward to coordinate our resistance management education efforts with the Agency.  We have a lot of support for progress here and I expect that we can meet this need and avoid a command and control regulatory response.  We understand that a resistance management education program can only help if it is based on a comprehensive understanding of resistance, both as an economic as well as a biological phenomenon, and only if it includes active participation by all parties that contribute significantly to herbicide use decisions.  We have growing support for this effort from the National Research Council, National Cotton Council, National Corn Growers Association, American Soybean Association, National Association of Conservation Districts, CropLife America and the North America Herbicide Resistance Action Committee. A wide range of new materials are planned for the WSSA website including new training modules targeting the Certified Crop Advisor program, grower organizations, and Extension Specialist.  In recognition of these efforts, the National Research Council has invited WSSA to hold a national roll-out symposium of our materials at the National Academy of Science in Washington, DC in 2011.

Also this year, we’ve reached out to several of the other applied science societies, including the Entomological Society of America- Plant Insect Ecosystems Section and the American Phytopathological Society, to join us in our efforts in increase science’s impact on regulatory decisions.  All three societies submitted joint comments signed by each society president to EPA on the November, 2009, Spray Drift Pesticide Registration Notice to address our concerns.  Further, to amplify our individual contributions, we now have EPA Subject Matter Experts from all three disciplines working together at EPA.  This is incredible progress and makes the applied sciences available to policy makers in a way that has never been greater or more direct.  


The regulation of spray drift remains problematical; the risk assessment tools that EPA employs are based on aging data and the application technology in current use has improved significantly.  Last September, 2010, WSSA hosted Bob Wolf, University of Nebraska, at EPA in a seminar set up by our EPA Subject Matter Expert, Jill Schroeder, to give the Agency a more clear view of the progress that has been made in creating more accurate methods to apply herbicides with less drift.  The Agency was very interested in this educational effort and I believe that we moved them forward in their understanding.  Since they will come out with a final version of the Spray Drift Pesticide Registration Notice in just a few months, this educational effort was also very timely.  

WSSA has shown real leadership in the development of important national policies through our deep involvement in the developing National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permitting program for pesticide use in the riparian corridor.  This new rule will come into force this coming April, 2011, and sets a trap for the weed management practitioner by potentially opening their records to hunter-seeker lawyers seeking to exploit these new requirements through citizen lawsuits or/and by invoking Agency actions.  To help EPA understand the potential impact of this program, Kurt Getsinger (US Army Corps of Engineers, Aquatic Plant Management Society) and Jill Schroeder have worked with EPA’s Office of Water to help them appreciate the need for weed management in the riparian corridor.  The EPA Office of Water is quite comfortable with manufacturing facilities and waste reduction efforts in that context, but is completely unfamiliar with any aspect of agriculture or invasive plant management.  To develop their understanding, we took them on educational tours of the well developed but very different weed management efforts in Florida and New Mexico.  WSSA also submitted comments signed by our leadership and all the presidents of the Regional Weed Science Societies on the proposed NPDES Pesticide General Permit; this document was submitted by Lee VanWychen to provide EPA with our expert insight into its various aspects and was posted on our website. These opportunities were critically important to EPA as they develop this rule and represent yet another area of WSSA impact on public policy and weed management.

This year we’ve separated National Invasive Species Week (NISAW) from any congressional advocacy efforts to address declining interest, increase our impact and protect the government land management agencies from a serious conflict of interest.   NISAW is being planned for February 28 to March 4, 2011 as a joint effort by WSSA and the National Invasive Species Council to coordinate invasive species education and awareness events.  Along with the North America Weed Management Association (NAWMA), WSSA is also participating in a separate March 14-16, 2011 National Invasive Species Advocacy Week that employs the efforts of the Healthy Habitats Coalition (HHC) to lobby Congress and the Administration to act on a recently passed Western Governors Association resolution, specifically to increase on-the-ground invasive species management efforts funded through greater efficiency in program administration; this effort also includes participation by the Entomological Society of America- Plant Insect Ecosystems Section and a number of state invasive species councils and noxious weed management boards. 


Any applied scientific society only moves forward through its commitment to a public service vision.  In my humble view, WSSA has done a great job in its mission by creating a forum that brings scientists, practitioners, policy makers, industry, students and stewards of the land together to advance Weed Science.  By promoting weed management policy based in science, I believe that we have effectively created the right opportunities to engage academia, policy makers, land managers, weed management practitioners and industry in bringing ideas and people together solve some of society’s pressing problems.  I have very much enjoyed my term as President and am grateful for the opportunity to serve.


In your service,


John Jachetta, Ph.D.


jjjachetta@dow.com


JJJ   February 5, 2011





