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WSSA Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
San Felipe Room
Sheraton Puerto Rico
February 6-7, 2016


Saturday, February 6, 2016 – San Felipe Room

President Dallas Peterson called the meeting to Order at 8:00 A.M. 

17 voting members present at meeting and 8 of 8 executive board members so quorum met. 

Approval of Agenda - Dallas Peterson 
Motion to approve agenda by Prasanta Bhowmik and seconded by Cody Gray.  Unanimously approved.

Approval of Consent Agenda – Dallas Peterson
Motion to approve consent agenda by Andrew Kniss and seconded by Eric Palmer.  Unanimously approved.
	
Reports included in the Consent Agenda

Affiliated Society Reports:

APMS Report
CWSS Report
NCWSS Report
NEWSS Report
SWSS Report
WSWS Report

Committee Reports:

E2 - Science Policy
E3 - CAST
E6 - Research and Competitive Grants
E8 - Environmental Aspects of Weed Management
E10 - Herbicides for Minor Uses
E11 – Weed Loss 
E12 – Herbicide Resistant Plants
E12b – Herbicide Resistance Education
E13 - Public Awareness
E14 - Website
F4 - Professional Development
F5 - Sustaining Membership
P22 - Terminology
P22b - Standardized Plant Names
W3 – Awards
W6 – Nominating
W10 – Constitution and Operating Procedures
W11 – Extension
W15 - Formulation, Adjuvant, and Application Technology
W16 – Biological Control
W19 - Resolutions


Approval of the Summer Board Meeting Minutes, and minutes of actions taken between meetings- Larry Steckel  
Motion to approve the 2015 summer board meeting minutes and actions taken between meetings by Joe DiTomaso and seconded by Kevin Bradley.  Unanimously approved.

President’s Report – Dallas Peterson 
Many changes coming in the future for WSSA.  Kevin Bradley is chairing a committee with affiliated societies to search for new business management and executive secretary services. Progress by the two special committees to provide input to EPA on resistance management and monitoring has moved slowly to date.  EPA tour of resistance issues in Iowa went well. Dallas Peterson, Lee Van Wychen and Don Shilling made a visit to Washington and talked to legislators about NIFA funding and concerns on WOTUS. They had good success as full funding for research was requested and received from NIFA. Sarah Ward has worked very hard on future directions of WSSA publications. 

Executive Secretary’s Report – Joyce Lancaster. 
Membership dues currently paid at 75% of 2015 levels, which is very good compared to 40 to 60% by this time on average.  Ninety-one students registered prior to the annual meeting.   WSSA membership slightly over 1000 for 2015. Sustaining membership committee is very active in trying to recruit sustaining members. The number of companies that are sustaining members has been pretty steady, but the amount they have contributed has increased. WSSA continuing to do well. 

Continuing the education project through Western Farm Press and Penton Media – Dallas Peterson and Joyce Lancaster. 
There has been an agreement with WFP and PM to run a CCA course on herbicide resistance management practices. WSSA will pay PM to run the course which has been supported by industry donations. Peter Porpiglia suggested that WSSA request donations from sustaining members to continue the project for 2016.  

Treasurer’s Report – Rick Boydston 
There are 10 members besides chair and secretary that are on the committee, but only 8 are suggested by the MOP. Discussed logistics of getting members to 8. Committee had 4 conference calls with Wells Fargo.  Treasurer and committee reviewed monthly invoices from Allen Press.  Joyce Lancaster suggested to do an official audit for 2016 due to the transition to new business management. 

Bank accounts $230,000 in cash funds, general fund of $965,000, and $400,000 in endowment fund. Second half of year market volatility was very high. The endowment fund is down about $90,000 and general fund is down about $124,000.  World markets are down which is reducing the investments WSSA has made. Some discussion of whether WSSA should continue with Wells Fargo managing their investments. 

Should be getting revenue of about $39,000 from Allen Press in 2016. WSSA made money on the Lexington, KY meeting. The meeting in San Juan will be more expensive than the Lexington, KY meeting. 

Janis McFarland lead a discussion of where should the WSSA go with future revenue. Question brought up about long-term sustainability of support for director of science policy position and the EPA liaison position. Janis suggested the possibility of higher sustaining membership fees to help support WSSA initiatives and will visit with the Sustaining Membership committee.

EPA Subject Matter Expert Update - Mike Barrett 
Changes of leadership at EPA has Mike getting acquainted with new people in these positions. EPA created a new fungicide/herbicide branch with some folks fairly new to the science. Mike is providing a Herbicide 101 seminar series during his visits to EPA to help educate staff on herbicides.   He has presented eight seminars so far, which have been well attended.  American Phytopathological Society has someone in a role similar to Mike’s now.  The demands on the EPA subject matter expert continues to expand and Mike gets more requests for information both in and out of Washington. 

Iowa tour was the big event of the year.  Sixteen EPA members participated in the tour. Most have minimal contact with farmers and agriculture so this was a valuable tour. The EPA liked that the WSSA tour did not have an agenda that was being sold. 

EPA wants to start considering benefits to regulatory decisions.

Mike looking forward to 2016 and conducting more herbicide 101 seminars.  Mike also provided some input on the smart label pilot. EPA requested assistance on how to evaluate risk of exposure from treated seed to birds and Mike helped direct them to this information. Endangered species and off site movement are the big issues for EPA in 2016 and beyond. 

Mike would like the BOD to consider funding travel for someone to visit with EPA on herbicide application technology and drift management.  Discussion of another EPA tour.  Cost to WSSA to sponsor these is in the $30,000 range. 

Herbicide Resistance Committees – Larry Steckel and Andrew Kniss 
Both committees will restart after their meetings.  Committees continuing to develop recommended strategies on herbicide resistance management and monitoring to provide input to EPA.  Will have an opportunity to dialogue with EPA at the annual meeting. 

2016 Program Committee and Local Arrangements Report- Kevin Bradley 
There were 563 oral and poster presentations submitted for the meeting, of which 17 have been withdrawn.  The WSSA Graduate Student poster contest has 84 participating students.  The program will include four symposia. Joint meetings have more logistics to consider than the WSSA meeting alone. Consequently, the meeting will have more overlapping sessions than typical. 

WSSA 2017 Meeting – Janis McFarland 
The 2017 WSSA meeting will be at the Hilton El Conquistador Resort near Tucson, Arizona.  Symposia have been proposed on invasive species and endangered species.  The property is very nice, but not large, so that will need to be considered when planning the sessions and symposia. The Hilton has agreed to provide shuttle transportation to the airport for free. An Endowment golf tournament is being considered in conjunction with the meeting.  

Director of Science Policy Report – Lee Van Wychen. 
Definition of a weed was adopted by WSSA. A suggestion has been made to consider changing the name of WSSA to a Latin phrase such as Sariology science. Minimal support from the board on a possible name change.  WSSA is supporting an Area-wide pest management competitive grants program in the farm bill program for 2018. 

The National Invasive Awareness Week will be pared down compared to previous years.  There have been changes in personnel in the National Invasive species coalition that Lee works with.   

The National weeds survey had good response.  Lee is working on putting this in a data base that can be accessed easily. A press release is being crafted to announce some of the results. The most common weed is common lambsquarters and the most troublesome is Palmer amaranth across all cropping systems. 

Increase in research funding across all agencies. Next budget year will be tighter with 30 billion less than 2015.  Travel restriction for federal employees to attend meetings has been relaxed. 

2015 was an all-time high for regulations coming from the Federal government. WOTUS ruling will be decided by the courts. 

The certified applicator rule could greatly increase the amount of training required.  Moving from an open book test every 5 years to a test every 3 years and continuing education credit requirements every 18 months.   

Pollinators continue to be a large issue.  Monarch butterfly relation to milkweed a large issue that effects weeds science.  To date, very little documentation of connection between milkweed populations and the monarch butterfly populations exists.  

NIFA will have more RFAs for broad agriculture research.  More funding from farm bill for NIFA.  

MOP and Constitutional changes –Peter Porpiglia 
The new MOP is up and running on the WSSA website with a month and date to make it easier to track.  

Strategic Plan Update – Joe DiTomaso 
Input was solicited from the BOD as well as past Presidents which were incorporated into the new strategic plan which was voted on at summer BOD meeting and posted to the website. 

Executive Secretary and Business Management Proposals – Kevin Bradley 
The RFP for the WSSA as well as regionals for future business management was posted. Proposals were made by 12 entities. A committee of 12 people will meet February 10 to evaluate the proposals. Management fee bids ranged from $95,000 to over $300,000 annually for WSSA and regional societies. Current management costs are about $90000 for WSSA and $25,000 for each affiliated society.  The RFP specified a three year contract for these services which is the same as the current arrangement with Allen Press.  

Executive Session – Topic: Performance Reviews 
Sarah Ward made motion to go into executive session and seconded by Joe DiTomaso. 

Motion made by Larry Steckel and Dan Kunkel seconded by to come out of executive session. 

Transparency, Freedom of Information Act requests, Conflicts of Interest – Andrew Kniss 
Discussion on the recent freedom of information act driven articles that mischaracterized how some academics get funding can shade how the public perceives motives.  The need for more critical review and transparency in WSSA business was discussed to help avoid potential issues for the society.     

Graduate Student Organization- Rand Merchant 
Nick Basinger is the President-elect of the graduate student organization. A Graduate Student workshop is scheduled for the morning of February 10, which has 67 students preregistered.  A joint SWSS and WSSA graduate student luncheon is scheduled for Wednesday, February 10 at noon. Three students will give short presentations on their endowment-sponsored internships. 

Graduate Student Paper Contest Proposal – Rand Merchant and Darrin Dodds 
A lot of participation in the WSSA poster contest as well as the SWSS paper contest this year. Darrin Dodds recommended that WSSA sponsor an oral paper contest in the future, but limit individual student participation to just one of the contests to minimize the required number of judges. The maximum cost of both contests, including judge’s breakfast, is $9,000. Motion made by Janis McFarland that WSSA conduct an oral student paper contest beginning in 2017. Seconded by Cody Gray.  Unanimously approved.

Phytobiome Initiative – Lee Van Wychen and Sarah Ward. 
APS initiative to research systematically the phytobiome.  They have requested WSSA endorsement of the initiative. Some discussion that there was very little input from WSSA members into this initiative. Action item was for Lee Van Wychen to draft a response to APS to inquire how much input the initiative had from weed scientists. 

Kevin Bradley made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Joe DiTomaso.  Unanimously approved. 





Sunday, February 7, 2016 – San Felipe Room

President Dallas Peterson called the meeting to Order at 8:00 A.M 

18 voting members present at meeting and 8 of 8 executive board members so quorum met. 

Herbicide Resistance Website Portal – Michael Horak 
Mike has been leading the committee charged with developing a website portal to share information to manage herbicide resistant weeds.  Their goal is to be inclusive as possible with a member nominating a resistance management tactic. The committee went into how the website would look and now have a design. The website would be linked to the WSSA website, but would have a separate landing platform. The cost to WSSA would be $15,000. Sarah Ward suggested looking for additional bids. Mike Horak indicated the HRAC website redesign was going to cost tens of thousands of dollars, so he suggested that this quote is competitive.  Muthu Bagavathiannan is currently WSSA web content manager and is helping with this effort. Question on how new information would be filtered and updated.  There will be a preliminary review process to filter out inappropriate content. A disclaimer will also be added that WSSA does not endorse any product.  The motion to go with this proposal was tabled until the Thursday BOD meeting. 

Publications- Sarah Ward 

Weed Science and Weed Technology submissions were down in 2014, but rebounded in 2015 under the direction of the new managing editor. Weed Science now has impact factor higher than Weed Research. A special issue of Weed Science based on the Herbicide Resistance Summit II is currently in progress.
IPSM had a large reduction in the number of submissions. A lot of papers submitted have been of a very poor quality and contributed to the lower number of published articles. 

The Research Methods book is available online as a special edition of Weed Science. Chapters can be added over time to the edition since it is in an electronic only format. 

The Herbicide Handbook continues to sell with over half of them sold.  WSSA has already made a profit on this version of the Herbicide Handbook. Discussion on the next edition is ongoing to decide if it will be an E-book or in print. 
		
Future Publication Plans – Sarah Ward
Sarah and a special committee have been involved in ongoing research regarding other publishing arrangement options, including communications with Cambridge University Press (CUP).  CUP submitted a proposal and draft contract for review.  Sarah Ward has made a lot of inquiries about how the license agreement will change with JStore and BioOne if WSSA makes a publisher change.  WSSA currently has a direct license agreement with JStore and BioOne.  With the new CUP contract, WSSA retains ownership and is in a publishing partnership.  The contract is for online only publications of the WSSA journals, which is much more profitable.  Weed Tech and Weed Science will be moved from 4 issues per year to 6 issues per year. The finances with Allen Press is over $466,000 from all sources and the WSSA income from this amount is (4% royalty) $39,841.  The CUP proposed contract would be 38% royalty which would raise the WSSA income to $146,451. The contract guarantees minimum 75% of $146,451.  

Sarah Ward suggested that the current $17,000 stipend to the journal editors be increased to $20,000 to help make up for the additional work the editors will have with this potential change. Page charges will remain the same. WSSA members can access the journals for free.  

Cambridge University Press representatives Anna Hofvander and Dan Edwards met with the WSSA board.  Anna, who is based in New York, would be the contact person that WSSA would work with day to day. Dan informed us that CUP has an active marketing team that is worldwide. CUP is investing in a new website to help market their journals.  Anna suggested starting early on the transitions to help make it smoother.  Joe DiTomaso asked how marketable the WSSA journals are. Dan thinks WSSA journals are in good position now but he thought they had much greater potential.  CUP publishes over 350 journals but Weed Science interested CUP as it fills a hole in their portfolio. They answered many other questions from the board. 

Sarah Ward moved to not renew our publication contract with Allen Press and authorize WSSA to sign a contract entering into a publication partnership with Cambridge University Press. Cody Gray seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

NIFA Fellow Report – Donn Shilling  
Donn started officially last year.  His main objective is to heighten the awareness of weed science within NIFA, which long term should help maintain NIFA to be a more reliable funding source for the weed science discipline.  He stated that he is considering doing an analysis of the history of funding of weed science by NIFA.  Donn is in the process of establishing relationships with NIFA employees to be seen as an information source. Donn has been asked to help craft the RFP for new NIFA funding. Donn envisions funding steered toward fundamental aspects of weed science which is similar to what NIFA has funded for 40 years with entomology and pathology. 

Visit from EPA - Bill Chism 
Bill Chism from the biological branch of OPP of EPA addressed the BOD about a resistance management stewardship structure of new labels. Grower groups have been asking that resistance management be addressed by the EPA. They have been working on resistance management in entomology and pathology as well.  EPA has crafted an 11 point plan to address weed resistance management.  Registrants provide resistance management plans developed at the local level and then made available to growers and crop consultants. EPA is asking if this label wording is workable and requests suggestions for improvement. EPA has requested WSSA to update the herbicide mode of action number classification system and cross list with active ingredients for reference. 

Cody Gray made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Eric Palmer.  Unanimously approved. 


