WEED SCIENCE SOCIETY OF AMERICA

WSSA Committee Report on 2020 Activity
Committee Code and Name:  E13, Public Awareness (PA)
Committee Chair: Carroll Moseley NE

Committee Members for this year:

e NehaRana NC
e David Simpson NC
e Harlene Hatterman-Valenti NC
e Jacob Barney NE
e Art Gover NE (Serving while J. Barney has a conflict)
e Caren Schmidt NE

e Reginald Fletcher S
e Dilpreet Riar S
e Bart Clewis S
e Rebecca Fletcher W
e Joe Armstrong W
e Andy Hulting w

e Andrew McKenzie-Gopsill  Canada

e Mark Heilman APMS

e Erika Haug APMS

e Ryan Wersal APMS

e Nicholas Steppig Graduate Student Representative
e Camp Hand Graduate Student Representative
e Wykle Greene Graduate Student Representative
e Lee Van Wychen Ex Officio

e Eric Gustafson Ex Officio

e Linda Edgerton Ex Officio

Board Liaison:
e \WSSA President

Committee Members Rotating Off:
e Carroll Moseley, Chair
e Camp Hand
e Mark Heilman
e Andrew McKenzie-Gopsill



e NehaRana
e Nick Steppig
e Ryan Wersal

Appropriate Replacements:
e Reid Smeda (for Hatterman-Valenti)
e Wes Everman (for Caren Schmidt)



Summary of Activities

1. What were the committee’s goals for this year?
¢ Increase public awareness of weeds, their impact and effective management techniques
e Bring attention to important weed control-related programs and challenges
e Raise the visibility of WSSA and the weed science profession

2. List the committee’s accomplishments (through December):

e Wrote 11 press releases and distributed online through the Cision PRWeb press release
distribution service. We also emailed them directly to our custom list of industry
journalists. See the “Press Releases by the Numbers” section at the bottom of this report
for release topics and performance details.

e (Created a new fact sheet on weed genomics.

e Significantly boosted our social media presence by engaging committee members in
tweeting re: each new release. The effort was led by Camp Hand, a graduate student
representative on our committee. Average engagement actions for each release more
than doubled as a result — rising from an average of 8 per release in 2019 to an average
of 18 per release in 2020.

e Collaborated with the Syngenta public relations team to significantly expand our press
release distribution list.

e Selected the second recipient of the WSSA Excellence in Journalism Award.

3. What information was posted on the WSSA website?
e 11 press releases were posted to the press section of the WSSA website. In addition, we
posted supporting photos and a WSSA fact sheet on genomics.

4. How much funds were requested? How much was spent?
e Requested: 518,000 for Public Awareness initiatives
e 2020 Spending: 14,192.50

5. What was the impact of the committee activities/accomplishments on the following:
membership, publication, policy, legislation, and/or education?
Our press releases and other outreach initiatives spanned a wide range of topics of interest
and educational value to our membership, the broader industry and the public — from the
importance of FIFRA and IR-4 to advances in green chemistries and weed genomics.

Our releases have raised the visibility of WSSA, its members, weed science and weed-
related issues among readers of a wide range of industry trades, newspapers and online
media.

This coverage was triggered both by current and past press releases and by the visibility of
WSSA and its leadership team. Examples of 2020 press coverage are below:

e AgDaily: Celebrating National Pesticide Safety Education Month
e AgFax: Mapping Weed Genes — Looking for Ways to Delay Resistance
e AgFax: DTN’s Unglesbee Wins Weed Science Society Award



http://www.prweb.com/search.aspx?search-releases=WSSA&hitsPerPage=20
http://wssa.net/society/press-room/
https://wssa.net/wp-content/uploads/Genomics_Backgrounder_29Oct2020_Final.pdf
https://www.agdaily.com/news/pesticide-safety-education-2020/
https://agfaxweedsolutions.com/2020/11/04/mapping-weed-genes-looking-for-ways-to-delay-resistance/
https://agfax.com/2020/03/04/dtns-unglesbee-wins-weed-science-society-award/

e Farm Journal/The Daily Scoop: 3 Ways to Stop Weeds from Stealing from Your Bottom
Line

e Gold Country Seed: Soybean Herbicide Injury

¢ Houseman Services: How Do | Identify Lawn Weeds

e Kansas State University News: K-State scientist earns early career award for fighting
weeds

e New York Times: The Dirty Secret About Weeding

e Salon: Will rising temperatures make superweeds even stronger

e Seed Today: Outstanding Student Weed Scientists Recognized by WSSA

e SeedQuest: Scientists highlight improved green chemistries for weed management

e The Van Trump Report: Beating Back Weeds with Electricity

e RFD-TV, Nashville: WSSA Provides an Update on Weed Genomics & What Scientists Are
Learning

o MarketWatch: WSSA Announces Opposition to Weakening of FIFRA Regulations

e Newsbreak: How a Little-Known Research Organization Keeps Watermelon on Your
Picnic Menu

e One News Page Global Edition: Scientists Highlight Improved Green Chemistries for
Weed Management

e Washington (Ind.) Times Herald: Slow the Spread: National Invasive Species Awareness
Week

6. What is the current state of the committee’s projects and activities?
e Three press releases are written and are pending final review/release early in 2021.
They focus on the following topics:
— Annual meeting release with details on virtual sessions planned by WSSA and sister
societies early in 2021.
— Invasive species release that focuses on ways invaders become established and on
preventive measures the public can take.
— Intelligent machines release that focuses on how artificial intelligence is expanding
control options in flower, herb and vegetable crops.
e We also are evaluating a new press release on HRAC updates.
e We have worked to standardize the formatting/labeling of our fact sheets, which we
expect to post soon.

7. 2021 Plan for Committee Activities
e Increase public awareness of weeds, their impact and effective management
techniques
e Bring attention to important weed control programs and challenges
e Raise the visibility of WSSA and the weed science profession



https://www.thedailyscoop.com/news/retail-industry/3-ways-stop-weeds-stealing-your-bottom-line
https://www.thedailyscoop.com/news/retail-industry/3-ways-stop-weeds-stealing-your-bottom-line
https://www.goldcountryseed.com/en-us/agronomy-library/soybean-herbicide-injury.html
https://www.housemanpest.com/how-do-i-identify-lawn-weeds/
https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/news/stories/2020/03/vipan-kumar-earns-weed-science-award.html
https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/news/stories/2020/03/vipan-kumar-earns-weed-science-award.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/08/realestate/weeding-garden-identifying-weeds.html
https://www.salon.com/2020/12/20/will-rising-temperatures-make-superweeds-even-stronger_partner/
https://www.seedtoday.com/article/199508/outstanding-student-weed-scientists-recognized-by-wssa
http://seedquest.org/news.php?type=news&id_article=119200&id_region=&id_category=&id_crop=
https://www.vantrumpreport.com/beating-back-weeds-with-electricity/
https://www.rfdtv.com/story/42858394/wssa-provides-an-update-on-weed-genomics-what-scientists-are-learning
https://www.rfdtv.com/story/42858394/wssa-provides-an-update-on-weed-genomics-what-scientists-are-learning
https://www.marketwatch.com/press-release/wssa-announces-opposition-to-weakening-of-fifra-regulations-2020-10-21
https://www.newsbreak.com/news/1590281881202/how-a-little-known-research-organization-keeps-watermelon-on-your-picnic-menu
https://www.newsbreak.com/news/1590281881202/how-a-little-known-research-organization-keeps-watermelon-on-your-picnic-menu
https://www.onenewspage.com/prnewswire.php?rkey=20200714UN62205&filter=3968
https://www.onenewspage.com/prnewswire.php?rkey=20200714UN62205&filter=3968
https://www.washtimesherald.com/news/slow-the-spread-national-invasive-species-awareness-week/article_b9f6cfa2-9934-11ea-a7d0-6b716aaa0edb.html
https://www.washtimesherald.com/news/slow-the-spread-national-invasive-species-awareness-week/article_b9f6cfa2-9934-11ea-a7d0-6b716aaa0edb.html

Plan of Action:

e Continue meeting every two weeks by teleconference to plan press releases, fact

sheets and other public awareness initiatives.

e Continue to increase our social media presence.

e Work with EPA liaison and others on identification of emerging issues.

e Engage with Herbicide Resistance Education Committee and with “Take Action”
commodity group committees for herbicide resistant weed message synergies.
e Continue to work with Science Policy and Weed Loss committees to conduct national

weed surveys.

8. Recommendations for Board/Society Action:

Funds requested for 2020:

e $18,000 for Public Awareness initiatives; no increase over 2019.

Other requests:

e Currently there are no other requests.

9. Addendum: Press Releases by the Numbers

HEADLINE TOTAL RELEASE ONLINE ENGAGEMENT
POTENTIAL VIEWS PICKUP ACTIONS
AUDIENCE # of news (click-through,
outlets print, share,
download,
tweet)
Weed Science Society of America 24,355,186 85 119 12
(WSSA) Finalizes Program for its
March Meeting in Maui
JANUARY 23, 2020
National Pesticide Safety Education 21,307,413 4,050 120 11
Month — Learn and Practice
Principles of Safe Pesticide Handling
and Use
FEBRUARY 03, 2020
Weed Science Society of America 22,469,013 3,038 116 21
Honors Award Winners at Annual
Meeting
MARCH 03, 2020
Outstanding Student Weed 8,300,671 1,875 101 4
Scientists Are Recognized by WSSA
APRIL 30, 2020
Slow the Spread: National Invasive 7,492,113 2,675 110 51
Species Awareness Week
Encourages Outreach and Education
MAY 15, 2020
Applications Now Open for WSSA 6,336,410 4,359 121 8

Graduate Student Travel
Scholarships



https://www.prweb.com/releases/weed_science_society_of_america_wssa_finalizes_program_for_its_march_meeting_in_maui/prweb16855426.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/weed_science_society_of_america_wssa_finalizes_program_for_its_march_meeting_in_maui/prweb16855426.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/weed_science_society_of_america_wssa_finalizes_program_for_its_march_meeting_in_maui/prweb16855426.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/national_pesticide_safety_education_month_learn_and_practice_principles_of_safe_pesticide_handling_and_use/prweb16878682.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/national_pesticide_safety_education_month_learn_and_practice_principles_of_safe_pesticide_handling_and_use/prweb16878682.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/national_pesticide_safety_education_month_learn_and_practice_principles_of_safe_pesticide_handling_and_use/prweb16878682.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/national_pesticide_safety_education_month_learn_and_practice_principles_of_safe_pesticide_handling_and_use/prweb16878682.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/weed_science_society_of_america_honors_award_winners_at_annual_meeting/prweb16954407.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/weed_science_society_of_america_honors_award_winners_at_annual_meeting/prweb16954407.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/weed_science_society_of_america_honors_award_winners_at_annual_meeting/prweb16954407.htm
http://email.prnewswire.com/ls/click?upn=jAyEUV1fCKuUvI5p5Bz8FdsW8yvtNkeVKtLwqDljNtvlf8-2F3-2FjZY1vJY5SWhg2BdUlf6cadiikFolx9rHnpCpT8qwcM1Wpep8Ig4gCi79zjUDPL73L-2BXzl7EtMnldmaF59hnyEycjOYH4xnRl3G1AfvA4KC-2B9-2FLavy8CJ-2B83B97koabpsgrxCp9ooSLpIVNbiPtAAdGeNQl0G-2F0W02xp891eW1LnHXZ0qfTj8-2BBdoyhvomK3TlbZXDqxEcZKz7CtpzrTpL8WLzppFsp-2Fpd65eS8WRHTAcPLCpu-2FVYi0j1-2FU6iT8oUejVZtZz00JvIsvjm6XU8akIPLmbDXrTExpviY1WHAqOcKxkTV5gNBWNv7ccHv70LATwDmd2Pv4AsQ2tuUFw_Oca9KZ0MiXBrx5-2BbjyRviLIQem0wMZ-2FIi3oF6E8b-2FKMAZbqL3n2RgULdPyw0VSfPWBMJeCGb8nOslhNVlKovHmEnP4awq2zqd5xhJMriNKO-2BAb-2F17ncx-2BWiwZpbRU4gl0nsMz0Sa9ApkDQZ3uzkvIxOc5YxIBtWcU64LKM0vA-2BILAbaNRREiIqn1LnZjMgx-2FkKypZDrPLLciPQBXahyRlBKcVW8f7qBlntFL0S2pbM56pGrL8BX-2FI7Va6YjYV9fvgM-2BlG4LX5eg4jTPieI-2F4UjNJv1iqjDDTeUakdEyAj2IAPBU81cBv2G4jcRj-2B0zgTE4bkRm4fcXAZydY9jIi8Qjf79KnWtvTa8JcC6y2d11LXLudiua5-2FrpWx9qeKYKvk
https://www.prweb.com/releases/outstanding_student_weed_scientists_are_recognized_by_wssa/prweb17087362.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/outstanding_student_weed_scientists_are_recognized_by_wssa/prweb17087362.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/slow_the_spread_national_invasive_species_awareness_week_encourages_outreach_and_education/prweb17126926.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/slow_the_spread_national_invasive_species_awareness_week_encourages_outreach_and_education/prweb17126926.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/slow_the_spread_national_invasive_species_awareness_week_encourages_outreach_and_education/prweb17126926.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/applications_now_open_for_wssa_graduate_student_travel_scholarships/prweb17203509.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/applications_now_open_for_wssa_graduate_student_travel_scholarships/prweb17203509.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/applications_now_open_for_wssa_graduate_student_travel_scholarships/prweb17203509.htm

HEADLINE TOTAL RELEASE ONLINE ENGAGEMENT
POTENTIAL VIEWS PICKUP ACTIONS
AUDIENCE # of news (click-through,
outlets print, share,
download,
tweet)
JUNE 19, 2020
How a Little-Known Research 5,208,375 2,082 84 30
Organization Keeps Watermelon on
Your Picnic Menu
JUNE 25, 2020
Scientists Highlight Improved Green 5,346,464 3,837 103 15
Chemistries for Weed Management
JULY 14, 2020
WSSA Announces Opposition to 29.374.288 2,464 77 7
Weakening of FIFRA Regulations
OCTOBER 21, 2020
WSSA Provides an Update on Weed 31,071,092 2,704 84 11
Genomics & What Scientists Are
Learning
NOVEMBER 3, 2020
Weed Science Societies Announce 30,674,760 2,842 96 25

Plans for Virtual Annual Meetings

NOVEMBER 17, 2020


https://www.prweb.com/releases/how_a_little_known_research_organization_keeps_watermelon_on_your_picnic_menu/prweb17216659.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/how_a_little_known_research_organization_keeps_watermelon_on_your_picnic_menu/prweb17216659.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/how_a_little_known_research_organization_keeps_watermelon_on_your_picnic_menu/prweb17216659.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/scientists_highlight_improved_green_chemistries_for_weed_management/prweb17254773.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/scientists_highlight_improved_green_chemistries_for_weed_management/prweb17254773.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/wssa_announces_opposition_to_weakening_of_fifra_regulations/prweb17487082.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/wssa_announces_opposition_to_weakening_of_fifra_regulations/prweb17487082.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/wssa_provides_an_update_on_weed_genomics_what_scientists_are_learning/prweb17518381.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/wssa_provides_an_update_on_weed_genomics_what_scientists_are_learning/prweb17518381.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/wssa_provides_an_update_on_weed_genomics_what_scientists_are_learning/prweb17518381.htm
http://email.prnewswire.com/ls/click?upn=jAyEUV1fCKuUvI5p5Bz8FdsW8yvtNkeVKtLwqDljNtvlf8-2F3-2FjZY1vJY5SWhg2BdUlf6cadiikFolx9rHnpCpQUfz1VBnXVgZrJPPGK1dnnL233hAz-2B-2B4XQlrMbAl5z6xMvrRlqNMA5SExpFiP9d-2Fz7ltMhjXJl04OGRDyf1gkO1b8X6AQwqH6feyyQwzOoXKu6h1RAe9o7eM8j4ZwJdfU0h8VvkbFn45CPkuJHp0CIueLdAiVOKPkn-2B-2F0DI9HJ-2Bqe4Frni8IvPkKCXGlK4sEEmluRP55BtRNdLKTl6fzOm25wooQHqTtuw14hTLc0mvI-2BcY2Vaw-2B9iChTBsVPmDO-2BpppYg1dgL245CkI2ZcYwelea-2FIQ0KPPOOO7XI36ZrIdRlMTV3LF8dKIou8AKsiPA-3D-3D-aPW_Oca9KZ0MiXBrx5-2BbjyRviLIQem0wMZ-2FIi3oF6E8b-2FKMAZbqL3n2RgULdPyw0VSfPWBMJeCGb8nOslhNVlKovHmEnP4awq2zqd5xhJMriNKNtTcc-2B9kz13x9KsUurvClAVvS9klo58n3I7LveRh1Yclfs5FpmG3WxKFLGkVjn9mvTGowTcgc2YZs-2FEXZTYSLkS8oHCGyf8LSuJ4rsA8kxZHRpUx1TYC8o0Vf6M5e6ns2j7iYCKU9H5jMk9MJTRWoeCKc-2BT5ww6dHBp1bv41NQ3twJPAJhSGqDVroG1W9604rJJAlY9vGJOhCdUHDnK0rx4BhvJKdNeSOJ384KTwoqzEESkVj9-2FRxBbmv8m5tkRtBGJMRlV47yTdUmHtejSgzQ
http://email.prnewswire.com/ls/click?upn=jAyEUV1fCKuUvI5p5Bz8FdsW8yvtNkeVKtLwqDljNtvlf8-2F3-2FjZY1vJY5SWhg2BdUlf6cadiikFolx9rHnpCpT8qwcM1Wpep8Ig4gCi79zjUDPL73L-2BXzl7EtMnldmaFoY-2FFH6SQ49rgIE8syXnUIf1mWt1548F-2BrCTlPLRBd8XNYHAw800eXnMsnWuoOZaR3WxBnzvDdiLBCulnMz0sWPMzV1-2FSSDJaxWYLAUVJNHfacJoBCjpNKmQewWcSzVJNWx2W6u3Jfa7LlL-2Fn5f-2F-2FesGWY6OIzfTc9mAivQgA7cyR9-2B21LpUxsamQD1nlAdK-2FMrAzMXYJxTgBMZgZj-2B5whU9vunlaoLChE-2Fzl-2B-2BTsJQy5PQMT3p-2FEi2LzPvrSWi8uaxXr85NG-2B5V559VgMZ8ZfQ-3D-3DBr3O_Oca9KZ0MiXBrx5-2BbjyRviLIQem0wMZ-2FIi3oF6E8b-2FKMAZbqL3n2RgULdPyw0VSfPWBMJeCGb8nOslhNVlKovHmEnP4awq2zqd5xhJMriNKNtTcc-2B9kz13x9KsUurvClAVvS9klo58n3I7LveRh1Yclfs5FpmG3WxKFLGkVjn9mvTGowTcgc2YZs-2FEXZTYSLkS8oHCGyf8LSuJ4rsA8kxZHRpUx1TYC8o0Vf6M5e6ns3NLu4W7NikPBx7TgayjIoW1K5Vg9LSUaof8ErVorrZHS-2FZR-2BLgWg0m8L-2FDeWqM2oo8fBbfMb3eAid3u39Kb2lfCmCe5QXlb4mHLVlkOY-2FIDSFIhdy8QM-2BA1kgmdwiaLl-2B5UVMpHfyblQicV4x2qYKz
https://www.prweb.com/releases/weed_science_societies_announce_plans_for_virtual_annual_meetings/prweb17549965.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/weed_science_societies_announce_plans_for_virtual_annual_meetings/prweb17549965.htm
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