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It may have been a quiet week in Lake Wobegon (which
is straight east of Fargo on the Minnesota side of the Red
River), but it has not been for me or any other member
of your WSSA board of directors. There are a lot of projects going on in our Society which is very good as a
Society with little going on, will soon be a little society.
The annual meeting held in February on the Big Island of Hawaii was a great success. We had nearly 700
members and guests attending which is a high for
WSSA, at least in recent history. Highlights included the Monday evening
reception with great food and entertainment, the three symposia held during the
week, and the many papers and posters presented. A new event was the PUFF
run (President’s Uniform Fitness Forum) held Tuesday morning, which saw
nearly 100 people participating in the sunrise walk/run. I hope we will be able
to continue to do this if the venue allows. Another new event was the Thursday
morning business breakfast which was patterned after the WSWS format. I was
disappointed that more people did not attend and take advantage of the free full
course breakfast, but hopefully attendance will grow in future meetings.
Jim Kells is already hard at work planning the 2013 annual meeting which will
be a joint meeting with the Northeastern Weed Science Society next year in Baltimore. You will find his call for symposia ideas elsewhere in this newsletter. Also,
Vice-President Joe DiTomaso surveyed the members that attended this year’s
annual meeting for feed-back on what went well and what could be improved.
Joe and Jim are working together to further improve the WSSA annual meeting
based on the results of this survey.
I was home from Hawaii for about a week before heading off to Washington,
DC to attend the National Invasive Species Awareness Week. I met up with
Immediate Past-President Mike Barrett and our Science Policy Advisor Lee Van
Wychen at the Longworth office building on Monday where I spoke to a room full
of congressional staffers and told them the success story of TEAM Leafy Spurge.
My goal was to show them how federal dollars can be well spent to bring an
invasive weed under control with the hope they will once again sponsor similar
programs. Then on Tuesday, we met up with Past-President John Jachetta and
EPA Liaison Jill Schroeder at the Department of the Interior for the opening session of NISAW. Then it was off to a meeting with folks from NIFA where we were
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joined by Lee and Past-President David Shaw. We told them of our concerns with
the IR-4 program being combined with IPM in the next budget, invited them to
be sure and have someone attend the resistance summit in May, and began the
groundwork for creating a position similar to Jill’s within NIFA (which was well
received). Then it was a mad dash to the EPA building in Crystal City where we
spent an hour with a room full of EPA folks.
The biggest change I noticed visiting Washington, DC now compared to when
I was President of WSWS is that people in NIFA and EPA know about weed science in general and specifically WSSA and the regional societies’ needs and
concerns. Prior to having a science policy person in DC or a presence in EPA, the
WSSA and regional society Presidents would visit Washington once a year and
meet with staffers (often from their home state). The meetings were usually short,
never repeated (as the Presidents change annually), and we never got much in
return. Now with a continued presence and steady push, people in the power
positions in these and other agencies know about weed science, its funding issues,
resistance, invasive species concerns, etc. and we are making head-way like never
before. I believe that the funding for the science policy advisor and EPA liaison
is money well spent.
The next big WSSA event will be on May 10th when WSSA and the National
Academy of Sciences will co-sponsor a scientific summit on the management of
herbicide-resistant weeds. David Shaw was the lead person in organizing this
summit and he, along with several other WSSA members, will deliver presentations or participate in panel discussions at the summit. Included in the program
will be economists and sociologists to help explain why people have not adopted
practices to reduce the occurrence of resistance and hopefully ideas on how to
get them to begin that practice. In conjunction with the summit the WSSA board
adopted the Executive Summary of the manuscript “Reducing the Risks of
Herbicide Resistance: Best Management Practices and Recommendations,” to be
published in Weed Science, as its official position on the current best management practices and recommendations to reduce the risks of herbicide resistance.
Please check the WSSA home page for further information on the Summit and
the APHIS I and II reports.
The WSSA board has a busy agenda for the spring and summer. An updated
version of the Herbicide Handbook is planned, but the delivery of the book is
under discussion. Ann Legere is chairing a committee to evaluate the best way for
the new edition to be distributed. Should WSSA continue the hard copy version,
start an e-delivery system and/or an app version for smart phones? The Herbicide Handbook has always made money for the Society and it is a source of
income we cannot afford to lose, so whatever the method of delivery, the revenue
stream needs to remain. If you have ideas on how this can be done, please contact Ann at Anne.Legere@agr. gc. ca. She would value your input and if you like,
add you to her committee.
We are also beginning the process of reviewing the contracts with Allen Press
for 1) publication of our journals, 2) meeting management, and 3) association
management. There are three sub-committees of the WSSA board reviewing the
current contracts and they will make recommendations to the board on how best
to proceed in the process. Also, after the Baltimore meeting, our contract with
Hilton is complete and we are considering whether to renew with them, a different hotel chain, or negotiate annually with hotels in cities where we are planning to meet. WSSA will meet in Vancouver with the Canadian Weed Science
Society in 2014. We have not chosen a site after that, but currently are thinking
about meeting in a north-central city in 2015 and in the south in 2016. These are
all important contracts and your input to me or any other board member is
welcomed.
These are the highlights of what is going on in your society this spring. Please
contact me with any concerns or ideas on these or any other matters you want
WSSA to know about. It is a pleasure and honor to serve as your President and I
look forward to hearing from you.
Rod Lym
President, WSSA
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CALL FOR SYMPOSIA
2013 Joint Annual Meeting of NEWSS and WSSA
53rd Annual Meeting of the Weed Science Society of America
Hilton Baltimore • Baltimore, Maryland
February 4–7, 2013
NEWSS and WSSA members are invited to submit proposals for symposia at the Joint Annual Meeting to be held
at the Hilton Baltimore, Baltimore, Maryland on February
4–7, 2013. As you prepare your proposal, realize that the
Boards of Directors will have the difficult task of deciding
which proposals to accept for the program. The NEWSS
and WSSA boards will evaluate the proposed symposia
based on how well they are justified, the target audience,
and the completeness of the proposal agenda and budget.
For a half-day symposium, the maximum allowable budget
will be $5000 of which up to $1000 can be used for symposium publication costs. Full-day symposium likely will not
be accepted at the 2013 meeting, because of room limitations presented by the number of oral papers that will need
to be accommodated. Symposia organizers are strongly
urged to consider publication of the symposium papers in
one of the WSSA’s journals. Publication of the symposium
will be one of the factors considered in selecting symposia
for the meeting. Organizers should make it clear to invited
speakers that a publication is required if that is the organizers’ intent. Please see the guidelines listed below for symposia funding from WSSA. Requests for travel support can
be made for non-members only. Hilton room rates at the
Baltimore Hilton will be $197 plus tax. Please estimate
travel and lodging costs for invited speakers. Symposium
proposals can be e-mailed directly to Jim Kells
(kells@msu.edu) and are due June 1, 2012. If you have any
questions, feel free to email or call (517-355-0271 x1103).

SYMPOSIUM PROPOSAL
2013 Annual NEWSS and WSSA Meeting
Baltimore, MD

Title:
Organizers:
Contact Person: Phone: Email:
Justification and Objectives (approximately 300 words):
Target Audience:
Associated Section(s):
Length of Proposed Program:
Proposed Titles and Speakers:
Budget Requested: (Please specify to the extent possible the
expenditure of the funds as opposed to submitting an overall amount. The more detailed the budget, the better the
WSSA Board of Directors can evaluate the proposal.)
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Outline of the Proposal Form:
GUIDELINES FOR DISPOSITION OF WSSA FUNDS
FOR SYMPOSIA EXPENSES

Funds are available to support symposia approved by the
NEWSS and WSSA Boards of Directors for the upcoming
meeting. These funds can be used by the symposium
organizers, working in conjunction with the Program
Chair, for expenses incurred in securing speakers. The
following guidelines are intended to help the symposia
organizers and the Program Chairs in allocating available
funds. For a half-day symposium, the maximum allowable
budget will be $5000 of which up to $1000 can be used for
symposium publication costs.
Although funds have been budgeted for the symposia,
the goal is to spend the least amount necessary to obtain
excellent symposia speakers. The funds will be allocated as
necessary to partially cover travel expenses of speakers.
Members of the NEWSS or WSSA who agree to present
symposium papers will not be offered travel funds except
in dire emergencies to be determined by the Program
Chairs. An example of such a circumstance would be a
NEWSS or WSSA member who is a renowned expert in the
field of the symposium topic but who has no source of
funds to attend the annual meeting in question.
No honoraria will be offered to any speaker. No more
than three nights’ lodging will be offered to non-member
symposium speakers. All symposium speakers who are not
members of NEWSS or WSSA will be offered free registration at the annual meeting and a free ticket to society events
(other than tours) during that week. Funds for reimbursement of some, or all, travel expenses (travel, meals, and
lodging) will be made available to non-member symposium
speakers on the basis of need, availability of funds, and the
value of the speakers to the program. Funds can only be
used to pay for speaker travel expenses. If less than the
maximum allowable funds ($5000 and $6000 for the halfday and full-day symposia, respectively) are used for
speaker travel expenses, the difference cannot be used for
other purposes.
Symposium organizers need to consider travel costs
when considering invitations to speakers located far from
the meeting site. Whereas international speakers who are
experts in the field of the symposium topic might receive a
CONTINUED on pg 4
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higher priority for expenses than domestic speakers, the
cost of travel and needs of the individuals should be more
important considerations. For example, a Canadian
speaker traveling from Ontario to New York might incur
lower costs and have a lesser need for funding than a
California speaker also traveling to New York. Because of
the limited budget for symposia expenses and the
high cost of travel for many international speakers, symposium organizers should strongly weigh the value
of international speakers unless other arrangements for
funding their travel can be made.
Symposia chairs should contact their intended speakers
and determine their financial needs for participation
no later than May 1. This information should be incorporated into the budget for the proposed symposium.
Symposium proposals must be submitted to the Program
Chairs by June 1.
The NEWSS and WSSA Boards of Directors will evaluate
the submitted proposals and decide which symposia will

be funded. The Program Chairs will inform the organizers
of the symposia selected for funding. Symposium organizers that receive funding can then proceed with offers of
funding to non-member speakers. In no event should symposium organizers make commitments for more funding
from WSSA than is approved by the boards. Symposium
organizers are free to seek additional or alternate funding
sources if symposia budget limits are insufficient to cover
all of the travel expenses for non-member speakers. Symposia organizers should seriously consider publication of
symposium papers in Weed Science, Weed Technology or
Invasive Plant Science Management.
Jim Kells, 2013 Program Co-Chair
WSSA President-Elect

Dwight Lingenfelter, 2013 Program Co-Chair
NEWSS President Elect

2012 NORTH AMERICAN
INVASIVE PLANT ECOLOGY AND MANAGEMENT
SHORT COURSE
UPDATE: January 31, 2012
A new feature, “Interviews with NAIPSC,” has been added to the North American Invasive
Plant Ecology and Management Short Course (NAIPSC) website (http://ipscourse.unl.edu).
The NAIPSC has been conducting interviews with individuals who are familiar (or not so
familiar) with invasive plants. Read about some of the NAIPSC instructors and their
thoughts on invasive plants and similar topics. The first interview is with Steve Young,
organizer, moderator, and an instructor for the NAIPSC, who shares his thinking behind
the development of the NAIPSC and what makes an outstanding course. Be sure to check
back regularly or follow the NAIPSC on Facebook or Twitter. The second annual NAIPSC will
be held June 26-28, 2012 at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln West Central Research &
Extension Center in North Platte, Nebraska.
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Global Herbicide Resistance Challenge Conference
February 18–22, 2013 • Perth, Australia
I
INVITATION
Global food production is one of the greatest challenges of the 21st Century. Sustaining world
food production requires reliable control of yield reducing crop weeds. Herbicides are the
principal tool for crop weed control yet their sustainability is threatened by the evolution of
herbicide resistant weed populations in many parts of the world. The latest chapter in
resistance evolution is the widespread appearance of glyphosate resistant weeds threatening
the success of glyphosate resistant crops. Crops with new herbicide resistance gene traits,
new herbicides and non-chemical methods to manage weeds are being introduced to counter
the weed/resistance threats.

Key Dates
Early Bird
Registration
Opens

April 1,
2012

Call for Abstract
Submission

April 1,
2012

Abstract
Submission
Closes

July 31,
2012

Early Bird
Registration
Closes

July 31,
2012

Standard
Registration
Opens

August
1, 2012
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The Global Resistance Challenge 2013 conference offers a multidisciplinary forum focused
on all aspects of herbicide resistance in crops and weeds and their impact on global food
production. Scientific sessions will range from the molecular basis of herbicide resistance
evolution through agro-ecology and agronomy to on-farm resistance management.
The Global Resistance Challenge 2013 conference will provide a stage for young and
established private and public sector researchers, crop consultants and others to present their
work in front of a welcoming international audience in the beautiful portside city of Fremantle,
Perth, Western Australia.
The Australian Herbicide Resistance Initiative, based at The University of Western Australia
will host this conference. We welcome everyone who wishes to discover the latest advances
in herbicide resistance to Perth in February 2013, to experience a magnificent Western
Australian late summer.

www.herbicideresistanceconference.com.au
April, 2012

National Academy of Sciences presents

National Summit on Strategies to Manage
Herbicide-Resistant Weeds
Thursday, May 10, 2012 • George Washington University
Jack Morton Auditorium, 805 21st St. NW, Washington, DC
Steering
Steering Committee
Committee Statement
Statement of
of Task
Task
An NRC committee will organize a one-day,
open national summit of weed scientists,
agronomists, and ecologists, along with
representatives of federal and state research
and regulatory agencies, the crop protection
industry, and agricultural producers, to consider
a coordinated strategy for managing herbicideresistant (HR) weeds in the United States. 

The summit will use the findings and
recommendations of the 2010 NRC report on
The Impact of Genetically-Engineered Crops on
Farm-level Sustainability in the United States
Ragweed, Common. Courtesy of The Weed Science Society of America.

and the conclusions of a Weed Science Society
of America white paper (expected in early 2012)
to focus the summit discussions on best

management practices to avoid, mitigate, and control the evolution and proliferation of herbicide-resistant (HR)
weeds. 
The committee will develop the agenda, select and invite speakers and discussants, and moderate the
discussions. 

Summit
Summit Registration
Registration
The National Summit on Strategies to Manage Herbicide-Resistant Weeds will take place in George Washington
University’s Jack Morton Auditorium, 805 21st Street NW, Washington, DC on May 10, 2012, with reception to follow.
The St. Gregory Hotel is providing lodging at a special rate of $249 for attendees of this event. If you are an attendee
and wish to book a hotel room for your visit, please contact the St. Gregory at 1(800) 829-5034 and request the “NRC
group rate.” This rate is available for May 9th and 10th and valid for booking through April 9, 2012.

Register for A National Summit on Strategies to Manage
Herbicide-Resistant Weeds

Please fill out the form below and we will be in touch shortly.
Pigweed spp (seedling). Courtesy of The Weed Science

First Name *

Last Name *

Society of America.

Organization *

Summit Website:
http://nas-sites.org/hr-weeds-summit/
Registration Link:
http://nas-sites.org/hr-weeds-summit/samplepage/summit/
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Email Address *

This event is free and open to the public.
By registering, you agree to receive emails regarding this event.
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Dr. Charles T. Bryson retired from USDA-ARS Crop

Productions Systems Research Unit at Stoneville, Mississippi, on December 31, 2011, following 37 years of service.
Dr. Bryson started his ARS career as a technician in the
Crop Science Research Unit at Starkville, Mississippi under
Dr. Johnnie Jenkins. In 1982, Dr. Bryson accepted a position
as a Research Botanist with the Southern Weed Science
Laboratory, Stoneville, Mississippi. Today Dr. Bryson is
recognized as an international authority on distribution,
biology, ecology, and control of non-native invasive weeds,
especially cogongrass, prickly nightshades, and sedges.
During his employment with ARS, Dr. Bryson authored
93 peer-reviewed publications; 55 book chapters, technical
bulletins, and poplar press articles; senior edited two books
and a DVD, Weeds of the South, Weeds of the Midwestern
United States and Central Canada, and Interactive
Encyclopedia of North American Weeds; and edited volume 7 of the Southern Weed Science Weed ID Guide. He
served as board member, officer, or committee chair for the
national, regional, and statewide weed societies, Mississippi Academy of Science, Mississippi Association of
Biologists, and the Southeastern and Mississippi Exotic
Pest Plant Councils. He helped organize and was a founding member of the Mississippi Weed Science Society,
Mississippi Cogongrass Taskforce, and the Mississippi

N E W S
Cooperative Weed Management Area. During his tenure
with ARS, Dr. Bryson served on numerous Ph.D. and M.S.
student committees in the departments of Biological
Sciences and Plant and Soil Sciences at Mississippi State
University.
Dr. Bryson and his wife, Nancy, moved to Starkville, MS.
n n n

Dr. Jim Parochetti spent over 33 years helping to build
strong weed science, pesticide safety, IR-4 minor use pesticide, and related agronomic and horticulture production
programs with land-grant universities as a USDA staff
member with the Extension Service, CSREES, and NIFA. He
joined the USDA after serving as an associate professor in
research and extension at the University of Maryland where
he worked on effective agronomic pest management
and protection programs for crop producers. He received
several USDA Secretary’s Honor Awards for Excellence
during his federal tenure.
In addition to his 33 years of Federal Service for USDA,
Jim had a 12-year appointment at the University of Maryland in extension and research in Agronomy, totaling 45
years of Federal service.

SWSS Weed Contest 2012
The 2012 SWSS Weed Contest will be hosted by the University of Arkansas in
Fayetteville, Arkansas on August 1, 2012. For questions or to enter the contest or volunteer, please contact:
Tom Eubank
Chair of the Weed Contest Committee
TEubank@drec.msstate.edu
The purpose of the Southern Weed Contest is to provide an educational
experience from which undergraduate and graduate students in southern
universities can broaden their applied skills in Weed Science. The contest
provides an opportunity for Weed Science students to be exposed to weed
scientists from other universities and industry, apply what they have learned
using a contest to measure their capabilities, as well as to socialize.
For your convenience and interest, a complete list of rules, regulations and
guidelines may be found at the end of this newsletter.
7 WSSA Newsletter

SEND NEWSLETTER
MATERIAL TO:
Dr. Clifford Koger (Trey)
Editor, WSSA Newsletter
112 Meadowlark Lane
Indianola, MS 38751
trey.koger@syngenta.com
(662) 207-1604 Cell

THINK NEWSLETTER
Deadline for July issue
June 1, 2012
April, 2012

2012 WSSA Meeting and Awards Banquet Highlights

Hilton Waikoloa Village

Passing of the gavel from Michael Barrett
to incoming WSSA president Rod Lym

Michael Barrett giving the President’s Message
at the awards banquet

Michael Barrett congratulating Jay Ferrell
Jay accepted the Outstanding Teacher Award
on behalf of Greg Macdonald.

Michael Barrett congratulating Prasanta Bhowmik,
the Outstanding Research Award winner

Michael Barrett congratulating Sam Wortman,
the Outstanding Graduate Student Award winner
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September, 2011

2012 Highlights continued…

Michael Barrett congratulating Stanley Culpepper,
the Outstanding Extension winner

Michael Barrett with Shawn Askew,
Outstanding Early Career Aweed Scientist award winner

Michael Barrett thanking Jason Norsworthy for his dedicated
service as an Associate for Weed Technology. Jason currently
is serving as Editor of Weed Technology.
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Michael Barrett with Pat Tramel and Adam Davis,
co-authors of the Outstanding Weed Science paper

Michael Barrett with Dale Shaner,
WSSA Fellow award recipient

Michael Barrett thanking Neil Harker for his dedicated service
as Editor of Weed Technology. Neil has turned the reins as
editor over to Jason Norsworthy.
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2012 Highlights continued…

Michael Barrett congratulating Jeff Derr,
recipient of WSSA Fellow award

Michael Barrett congratulating John Jachetta,
recipient of WSSA Fellow award

Michael Barrett congratulating Phil Stahlman,
recipient of WSSA Fellow award

Michael Barrett congratulating Drs. Carol and Jerry Baskin
for their dedicated service and
as Honorary WSSA member award recipients

“Special” entertainment at the Awards reception
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David what is saying? David Vitolo getting instructions
at the dancing competition portion of the awards reception.
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS
DATE

EVENT

LOCATION

CONTACT

May 10, 2012

National Summit on Strategies to
Manage Herbicide-Resistant Weeds

Jack Morton Auditorium
George Washington University
805 21st Street NW
Washington, DC

http://nas-sites.org/hr-weeds-summit/

July 22–25, 2012

Aquatic Plant Management Society
(APMS) Annual Meeting

Salt Lake City, Utah

www.apms.org

June 26–28, 2012

Second Annual NAIPSC

University of Nebraska-Lincoln
West Central Research and
Extension Center
North Platte, Nebraska

August 1, 2012

SWSS Weed Contest

University of Arkansas
Fayetteville, Arkansas

Email: TEubank@drec.msstate.edu

February 4–7, 2013

Joint NEWSS and WSSA
Annual Meeting

Hilton Baltimore
Baltimore, Maryland

Jim Kells
Tel: 517-355-0271
Email: kells@msu.edu

February 18–22, 2013

Global Herbicide Resistance
Challenge Conference

Perth, Australia

www.herbicideresistanceconference.com.au

February, 2014

Joint WSSA and Canadian Weed
Science Society Annual Meeting

Vancouver, Canada

SEND NEWSLETTER
MATERIAL TO:
Dr. Clifford Koger (Trey)
Editor, WSSA Newsletter
112 Meadowlark Lane
Indianola, MS 38751
trey.koger@syngenta.com
(662) 207-1604 Cell

WSSA Contacts at Allen Press, Inc.
For All Contacts:
Phone: (800) 627-1326, (785) 843-1234 • Fax: (785) 843-1274
Joyce Lancaster, Executive Secretary
Ext. 250; E-mail: jlancaster@allenpress.com
Regarding: Society reimbursements, committee activities, membership
reports, list rental requests
Rusty Wright, Association Manager
Ext. 215; E-mail: rwright@allenpress.com
Regarding: Membership payments, orders, address changes, claims,
author billing
Kate Counter, Meeting Manager
Ext. 225; E-mail: kcounter@allenpress.com
Regarding: WSSA annual meeting
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Tracy Candelaria, Managing Editor
E-mail: tcandelaria@allenpress.com
Regarding: Reviewer questions
April, 2012

